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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 
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BALE'S Treatise, or rather " Leland*s New 
Year's Gift to King Henry VIII.." with 
Bale's Commentary, is here given to the public, 

John Leiand, the eminent English Anti- 
quary, was a native of London. He became 
Chaplain to King Henry VIII., and received 
from his royal Master the Rectory of Poppel- 
ing, in the Marches of Calais. Subsequently 
he was appointed Librarian to the King, 
and, by a commission under the Great Seal, 
1588, was further appointed the King's Anti- 
qiiary. By this commission he was authorised 
to search after ** England's Antiquities and to 
peruse the Ubraries of all cathedrals, abbeys, 
priories, colleges, etc., as also all places wherein 
records, writings and secrets of Antiquity were 
reposited." The commission is mentioned by 
several historians, but is not in Rymer's Foe- 
dera, nor has it been yet discovered, so far as 
we can learn. 






11 INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 

Lelaad immediately acted upon his com- 
mission and travelled through the several parts 
of the kingdom, noting the cities, towns and 
villages of each county, describing tlie situa* 
tion, soil and course of the rivers, and taking 
account of the castles, religious houses, and 
other public and private buildings, with the 
several manors and the families of note. He 
continued his travels for six years ; and during 
this period he inspected the libraries, and other 
monuments of antiquity, belonging to the 
several cathedrals, monasteries, convents, etc. 
He not only inspected the books and manu- 
scripts which came under his notice, but made 
catalogues and transcripts of all that he thought 
would throw light en the history and antiqui- 
ties of this country. 

The lesser monasteries were not dissolved 
till 1586, and there can be no doubt that 
Leland*s commission was issued in view of the 
King's rapacious intentions. He declares in 
his Gift to the King " that by his laborious 
journey and costely enterprise he had conserved 
many good Authors, the which otherwise had 
been like to have perished, of the which, parte 
remayne yn the libraries of yowr royal palaces, 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. IIU 

parte also yn my catalogue, whereby (he says) 
I truste right shortely so to describe yowr 
moste noble realme, and to publische the ma- 
jiste, and the excellent acts of your Progeni- 
tors: that al the worlde shaul evidently perceyue 
that no . particular region may iustely be more 
extollid than yowrs yn trewe nobilitie and ver- 
tues at al polntes renowned/' 

On Leland's return from his '* search" he 
spent another six years in London in putting 
in order and arranging the enormous mass of 
papers which he had accumulated. King 
Henry died in January 1547t and shortly after ,. 
Leland fell into a deep melancholy, which 
resulted in a total deprivation of his senses. 
He Uved till 1552, but in 1549 Bale, his in- . 
timate friend, published the address to King 
Henry with his own commentary. It bears 
date 1549, but probably it was not printed till 
1650, or even later; the Preface, at least, was 
later than 1549, for the intimation that Leland*s 
disorder had then been of three years* duration 
is found therein ; and it is well known that the 
address itself was given in 1546, and that the 
author did not fall under his terrible misfortune 
until after the King's deatli. 



IV INTRODUCTORY NOTE* 

The first edition of the following work ap- 
peared in 1546, under the title Strena Henrico^ 
octavo ohlaia^ London, 4^; and the edition of 
Bale, with his commentary in English, is dated 
London, 1549. This was reprinted in Leland*s 
Itinerary by Thomas Hearne, Oxon., 1770, 
1745, 1770, in " The Lives of Three Eminent 
Antiquaries : John Leland, Thomas Hearne, 
and Anthony a Wood," Oxford, 1772, 8^ 

No doubt much of our early literature 
perished during the civil wars between the 
Houses of Lancaster and York ; but, as Bale 
remarks, this nation '' abounded with the most 
worthy monuments of antiquity, laid up in 
monasteries in the hands of unprofitable 
cloddes." They had, however, reposed safely 
for generations. Bale complains, with justice, 
«* that in tiurnynge over of the superstycyouse 
monasteryes so lytle respecte was had to theyr 
lybraryes; " and, again, " it was to be wished 
that the profytable corne had not so vnaduys- 
edly and vngodly peryshed wyth the vnpro- 
fytable chaffe,*' and that many who purchased 
the religious houses had not more respect for 
their libraries. 

The Commission to inquire into the state 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. V 

of the lesser hoi^ses was issued October 18lh, 
1685, and so pronounced were the intimations 
of what was in store that some of the lesser 
monasteries surrendered their charters before 
the ensuing Christmas. For the directions to 
the visitors, see Burnet's Collectanea, page 74, 
and for Letters by the King and Cromwell, 
see Strype*s Ecclesiastical Memorials, Vol. I., 
Appendix p. 214. Froude considers that the 
idea that the object of the Commission was 
merely to justify an act of appropriation which 
had been already determined cannot be proved; 
and that the first object was clearly to reform and 
not to destroy, and that the harder alternative 
was resolved upon only where reformation was 
found to be conclusively hopeless. The letters, 
however, of the Visitors to Cromwell fully 
justify the idea that appropriation and spoliation 
had been practically decided on. 

The reports of the Commissioners were all 
in early the following year, their visitation 
having been completed in a few weeks. The 
hurried flight of the Commissioners scarcely 
rendered investigation worthy of the name 
possible; and, as may be naturally inferred, 
their reports are practically worthless. They 
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went forth with the intention of ferreting out 
evil — and they claimed to have found what 
they sought. The most reckless general charges 
of immorality, vicious and indolent living, are 
brought ; and the evidence, when deigned to 
be given, consists of little more than unsup- 
ported assertion. What in the nature of in- 
vestigation could be expected where as many 
as eighty-eight monasteries were reported on 
within a single fortnight ? 

The Parliament met 4th February, 1586, 
when a report is said to have been laid before 
it, and in a short time an Act was passed for 
dissolving all the monasteries whose revenue 
did not exceed two hundred a year. By this 
Act, 27 Hen. VIII., c. 28, all the monasteries 
whose revenues were within the limit aforesaid 
were given to the King. 

This suppression involved 876 houses whose 
total revenues amounted to about £80,000, a 
year, and whose plate and jewels were valued at 
£100,000. The monks were permitted either to 
find refuge in the larger monasteries or to seek a 
living "honestly and virtuously abroad." "Some 
convenient charity" was to be allowed them 
for their living ; and the chief or head was to 
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have "such pension as should be commen- 
surate with his degree or quality." The number 
of religious persons cast upon the world, prac- 
tically without any resources, is said to have 
been almost 10,000, the only allowance being a 
sum of forty shillings and a new gown, which 
pittance .even was not afforded to all ! It is 
quite true the Act ordered that the King should 
procure occupation and pensions for the monks 
not transferred to other monasteries, and that 
on the site of any dissolved religious house the 
new possessor should be bound, under heavy 
penalties, to provide hospitality and service 
for the poor, such as had been given them 
previously by the religious foundations, but 
these provisions were entirely ignored. Fifty- 
two of the lesser houses obtained the King's 
license to continue for some time longer. 

Another visitation of the monasteries was 
ordered shortly after, and the report of the 
Commissioners was published. In this report 
everything having a tendency to excite the 
people against the religious houses was care- 
fully exposed and grossly exaggerated. Though 
the preamble to the Act for the dissolution of 
the lesser monasteries had declared that "in 
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the greater monasteries, thanks be to God, reli- 
gion is right well observed and kept up," it was 
made to appear that in a short space of time a 
total change had come over these houses. 

At this time 605 religious houses, 96 col- 
leges, besides those in the universities, 110 
hospitals, and 2,824 chantries and free chapels 
still remained. These were left to the King's 
disposal, and under the specious pretence of 
rooting out superstition most of them soon 
after were demolished, their revenues squan- 
dered, and the wealth which the piety of 
generations had consecrated to the service of 
God, from the very introduction of Christianity 
into this land, were seized and dispersed by a 
cruel and hypocritical tyrant. 

It is true that there was no Act of Parlia- 
ment which directly dissolved the larger 
monasteries, though the heading of the 81 
Hen. VIIL, c. 18, might justify this idea, but 
surrenders were enforced; and this Act granted 
and confirmed to the King all the lands of the 
monasteries and abbeys which had been sur- 
rendered (and, as it was pretended, had been 
surrendered freely), and also those which might 
thereafter be surrendered. During the year 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. IX 

1689 fifty-seven surrenders were made, and 
among them the abbeys of Westminster, 
Waltham, St. Alban's, and St. Peter's in Glou- 
cester. Some of the heads of the monastic 
establishments who refused to surrender to the 
^ King, as, for instance, the abbots of Glaston- 
^ bury, Colchester, and Reading, were accused 
of high treason, and condemned to death, and 
the houses of which they were the heads for- 
feited to the King. Hitherto the attainder of 
the head of a corporation had not affected the 
corporate property. Thus, the attainder of a 
bishop or abbot had not affected the property 
of the diocese or abbey over which he ruled. 
The King, however, with his accustomed greed 
and unscrupulousnesstook advantage of certain 
words in the statute for the settlement of the 
royal succession (25 Hen. VHL, c. 22), and on 
the attainder of the abbots, a course resorted 
to where they refused to surrender, possessed 
himself of their lands. It was in this way 
i that the lands and possessions of the abbots of 

Whalley, Barlings, Jervaulx and Kirsted, and 
the Priory of Bridlington came into the King's 
possession. Every possible expedient was 
resorted t6 for effecting the "voluntary" sur- 
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render of the religious houses; and where 
these expedients failed the process of attainder 
was finally adopted. 

It is difficult in these days to understand 
how a representative body like the Commons 
of this country could have been used so utterly 
as a tool in the hands of the King, but it must 
be remembered that in the time of the Tudors 
the House of Commons could hardly be regarded 
as an elective body at all. The members repre- 
sented the King rather than the people, and 
were in fact nominated by the Crown. It was 
the usual custom in issuing the writ ordering 
the elections to send to the sheriff the name of the 
candidate the King wished to be chosen. We 
may be sure that in the Parliament concerned 
with the dissolution of the religious houses this 
custom was not overlooked. Indeed Burnet 
tells us that great care was exercised in man- 
aging the elections, and the chronicler Hall 
states that ** most of the Commons were the 
King's servants.*' 

And as he packed the Commons so he ruled 
the Lords. Anyone who was likely to oppose 
the King's designs was ordered to remain at 
home on some pretence or other. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. XI 

The three principal arguments employed 
and which no doubt influenced Parliament in- 
vesting monastic property in the King, were 
these : — 

1. That if the lands and wealth of the 

suppressed houses were given to the 
King he would have the means, with- 
out taxation, of defending the kingdom 
from attacks from without and from 
insurrection from within. 

2. That the gift would enable the King to 

assist the allies of this coimtry, who 

otherwise would not assist us in time 

of need. 
8. That with the wealth thus acquired the 

King would be in a position to reward 

his faithful servants. 
The idea was that if all the abbeys, priories, 
and monasteries were dissolved the royal ex- 
chequer would be so enriched that all these 
objects would be attained ; that 40,000 soldiers 
might be continually maintained without any 
further need of subsidies, fifteenths, or loans, 
or other common aids — in short, that taxation 
would b^ a thing of the past. 

There can be no doubt that the chief motive 
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which actuated the Parliament in passing the 
Act was self-interest — it had the hope that the 
property to be appropriated from the Church 
and the poor would be a means of freeing the 
nation for some time to come from the con- 
tinuous exactions of the King. The people 
were at the time groaning under the grievous 
weight of almost insupportable taxation, and 
were only too ready to listen to the specious 
arguments of the minions of the King, who 
freely promised them immunity for the future 
by the misappropriation of the property of 
others. No provision, however, was made to 
carry out on these lines the ideas which are 
said to have induced Parliament to transfer the 
possessions and wealth of the religious houses 
to the Sovereign, but the spoils were allotted 
to the King absolutely. The result was that 
in the very same Parliament of 82 Hen. VIIL, 
when the great and opulent Priory of St. John 
of Jerusalem was given to the King, he de- 
manded a subsidy both of the clergy and laity; 
and again in 84 and 87 Hen. VHI. he had 
other subsidies I 

No doubt the people had been led to sup- 
pose that taxation in accordance with the first 
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reason assigned for the suppression of the 
monasteries would almost cease ; but the 
awakening from the delusion came somewhat 
speedily. Further, while the monasteries stood H 
no Act for the relief of the poor was necessary, ^ 
so amply did these houses give succour and t^ 
relief to those in want, but as a consequence of ^ 
their dissolution we find in the next generation v 
89 Eliz. no less than eleven Bills brought into 
the House of Commons for that purpose. 

It is impossible in the face of contemporary 
documents still extant to deny that the reform 
of the religious houses had become absolutely 
necessary. General absence of visitation had 
been favourable to looseness of administration 
and relaxation of discipline. But reform and 
suppression are two totally different matters, 
and to suppose that reform was absolutely im- 
practicable is absurd. We cannot rely on the 
so-called confessions and statements in the re- 
citals contained in the surrenders. These were 
of course drawn up by the robbers who, to 
justify themselves, deemed it necessary to take 
away, so far as possible, as well character as 
property, and by the one robbery to establish a 
justification for the other ! The late Mr. Froude 
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was entirely misled as to the proper weight and 
effect to be given to these confessions and re- 
citals. We must also bear in mind that the 
Visitors themselves stand convicted on their 
own letters of being mean, merciless, servile 
creatures, whose prejudice and bigotry are only 
too apparent in all their communications and 
reports. 

The spoiling of the cathedral churches of 
their gold and silver ornaments, the demolition 
of the costly shrines which the priety of gene" 
rations had decorated with the choicest offer- 
ings ^ was bad enough, but the dismantling and 
wanton destructions of the most magnificent 
churches in the land was far worse. This was 
the saddest part of the suppression. The lead 
from the roofs seems to have been the chief 
prize. That from the cathedral church of 
Coventry was estimated to be worth £647, while 
that from the church and monastery of Bury 
St. Edmunds was worth, according to the esti- 

1 From Becket's shrine at Canterbury alone, the golci 
and silver and precious stones and vestments filled six 
and twenty carts. In the Treasurer's Roll the weight of 
gold is put at 4,994} ounces, the gilt plate at i,425, the 
parcel gilt, 840; the plain silver, 5,286. 
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mate, £8,802. Most of the bells were broken 
^up and used either to make guns and other 
^engines of war, or for other purposes ; while 
some were carried abroad and disposed of un- 
broken. The painful story of the dismantling 
of the many sanctuaries and houses of religion 
in every part of the kingdom is pathetically told 
by Dr. Gasquet in his " Henry the VIII. and 
the English Monasteries," a work of consider- 
able research and interest. 

The dissolution of the monasteries trans- 
ferred an income of more than two millions a 
year of the present money from the Church 
and poor to the King, though, as a matter of 
fact, he never received anything like this sum. 
The actual amount received by the King from 
the entire dissolution and destruction was 
between fourteen and fifteen millions sterUng 
of the present money, and, in addition, of course 
the vestments and the countless precious stones 
and jewels from all the churchesi monumentSi 
and shrines in the land. 

Had the lands and property possessed by 
the monasteries been appHed in some other 
manner for the purposes of the Church and 
the furtherance of religion, or even for the 
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relief of the poor, the measure might not have 
been so objectionable, but the greater portion 
of the spoils went to enrich the King's friends 
and supporters. True, six bishoprics and two 
great colleges — Christ Church, Oxford, and 
Trinity College, Cambridge — were founded and 
partially endowed with some of the abbey 
estates, the rest of the endowment consisting 
of unappropriated tithes. But when the enor- 
mous rentals of the religious houses suppressed 
is taken into account, and it is remembered 
that land held of the religious houses was in- 
variably let considerably under its value, and 
that, in addition, about £100,000 in gold and 
silver was confiscated, and also the produce oi 
the sale of the houses themselves, it is obvious 
that religious and scholastic purposes obtained 
an exceedingly small part of the spoil. 

The Russells and others of the aristocracy 
received liberally; and some idea may be 
formed of the rewards which others enjoyed 
from a remark which occurs in the biography 
of Sir W. Pawlet. It is said, " he lived at a 
time when happened the dissolution of abbeys ; 
which was the harvest of estates, and it argued 
idleness if any courtier had his barns empty.*' 
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But while the flatterers of the King were 
enriching themselves the unfortunate monks 
and nuns were left to starve. Everywhere 
throughout the country men and women who 
had previously enjoyed, if not the comforts of 
life, still a home, food and raiment, and con- 
genial employment, were to be seen begging 
their bread. All this contributed to that 
general distress which, as we have ahready 
said, necessitated, in the reign of Elizabeth, 
the framing of laws for the compulsory support 
of the poor. 

The fear of the destruction of their MSS. 
led many possessors to hide them imderground 
or in old walls. It has been alleged against 
the monks that the works of the ancients were 
frequently destroyed at their instigation; but 
the charge can only be substantiated in a modi* 
hed sense. It is true that we occasionally 
meet with MSS. which have been mutilated, 
and in which additions have been engrafted on 
the originals ; also, that oftentimes a Greek or 
Latin classic has been erased for the purpose 
of using the parchment for the transcript of 
some ridiculous story, or the fictitious life of 
some doubtful saint, but these cases of mutila- 
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tion or quasi-destruction are as nothing itl 
comparison with the wholesale destruction occa- 
sioned by the suppression of the monasteries^ 
Though no such specific order was issued, yet 
destruction was almost a necessary result of 
the repressive steps against the owners, and of 
the demolition of the monastic houses. The 
popular rage exhausted itself on the richly-' 
illuminated books or MSS. ; in fact, any book 
in any way decorated was sure to be thrown 
into the flames as a superstitious work. As a 
well-known Writer puts it : " Red letters and 
embellished figures were sure marks of beings 
papistical and diabolical." 

The libraries of the monasteries were searched 
for evidence of opposition to the declaration 
of faith in the Act of Supremacy. The service 
and other books Were overhauled and defacedj 

^ From Bath Abbey, for example, Dr. Layton^ 
one of the Commissioners, writes : " Ye shall 
herewith receive a book of our Lady's miracle^ 
well able to match the Canterbury Tales; such 
a book of dreams as ye never saw, which I 
found in the library.'* Another reports that he 
went after " the books of one Thomas Cant' 

^. welly parson of Hardwick, ... which had been> 
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brought to a poor man*s house in Whitchurch." 
Having examined them, he selected and for- 
warded to his employer five volumes " whereof 
three are entitled Homeliafi Jahis Eckii^ being 
all three dated a.d. 1488 ; one book of the life 
of St. Thomas Becket, and also a Missal 
Wherein is the word papa throughout uncor^ 
rected." * 

It is impossible to say what may not have 
perished in the ruthless devastation of this un^ 
iiappy period. By a petition of Dr. Dee to 
Queen Mary in the Cotton Library, it appears 
that Cicero^s treatise De Republica was once 
extant in this country; and Huet mentions 
that Petronius was probably entire in the days 
of John of Salisbtlry, Who quotes fr^ments 
not now to be found in the remains of the 
Roman bard. 

No doubt \^ast numbers of MSS. of the 
greatest value must have perished. One of 
the largest and richest libraries was that 
of Glastonbury Abbey. This library filled 
Leland with amazement. It was second cer- 



1 Cited Dr. Gasquet: "Henry VIII. luid The English 
Monasteries/* Vol. I., p. 400. 
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tainly to none in the land ; and he had scarcely 
passed the threshold when the very sight of sd 
many treasures of antiquity struck him with 
such awe that for a moment he hesitated to 
enter. He spent days making a list of the most 
valuable manuscripts. In the library at 
Peterborough alone there were no less than 
1,700; and the catalogues of books belong- 
ing to the Priory of Dover, to the Abbey 
of St. Mary de la Pr6 at Leicester, and to 
other religious houses clearly evince that these 
houses generally had no mean libraries. How 
little the MSS. of the religious houses were cared 
for may be gathered from the contemptuous 
way in which they are referred to in the ac- 
counts. " Old books in the choir 6d. ;** *• old 
books in the vestry sold to Robert Dorington 
8d.;" '* old books and a cope in the library 2s.;** 
" a flat chest with five books in it 8d. ;" ** a mass 
book with its desk 8d. ;" •• fourteen great books 
in the choir 14s." These are samples of the 
sale of MSS. which would now be regarded as 
of immense value. Very few, indeed, are the 
service music books preserved ; yet it has been 
estimated by a very good authority that at the 
;ime of the dissolution there must have been 
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not less ^ than a quarter of a million service 
books, such as antiphonals, graduals, ordinals, 
missals, &c., in the various churches. 

The intellectual darkness of the Mediaeval 
Ages has been a favoured theme with many, 
and some of our best-received historians have 
given the force of their names to this very 
common impression. 

It is doubtful whether impartial investiga- 
tion will justify the position so generally 
accepted of the want of learning and culture 
of the Middle Ages. Referring to the idea that 
during the ** dark ages ** learning was extinct, 
Mr. Isaac Taylor says : " Throughout that 
period, reason, though misdirected, was not 
sleeping; philosophy was rather bewildered 
than inert ; and learning was immured but not 
lost.*' He further cites the existence of the 
large number of MSS. of the classic authors, 
executed during these very ages of ignorance, 
as presenting a great apparent difficulty in re- 
gard to their darkness. 

Unquestionably the monasteries possessed 
the greater proportion of the books which ex- 
isted in those times, and naturally, for not only 
were the copies usually produced in them, but 
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in them was the place where they would con- 
duce best to general utility. A library was a 
necessary part of a monastic institution. ** A 
monastery without a library," says Geoffrey, 
sub-prior of St. Barbara, in Normandy, in the 
18th century, ''is like a castle without an 
arniioury, for our library is our armoury, whence 
we bring forth the sentences of the divine 
law like sharpe arrows to attack the enemy." 
And John of Salisbury has a similar idea : '* A 
cloister without books is like a citadel without 
arms." 

In the 7th century, on the foundation of a 
monastery by St. Eligius, Bishop of Noyon, we 
find it recorded that he transported thither a 
great number of religious books " dnd all other 
things necessary for a monastery." Guibert of 
Nogent, speaking of the first disciples of St. 
Bruno, says : " Choosing to live in the utmost 
poverty, they nevertheless collected a most rich 
library." In the Abbey of Novalise in Pied- 
mont there were in the 10th century 6,000 
volumes; and the library of Clugniis described 
as rivalling in magnificence that of the Em- 
peror at Constantinople. Multiplying copies 
of. works of value was regarded as one of the 
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great acts of piety, and as indeed part of the 
object for which men were drawn together in 
the seclusion of the cloister. Cassiodorus goes 
so far as to recommend copying to the monks 
above all other works. Trithemius has a book 
specially devoted to the subject entitled Dc 
laude Scriptorum Manualcum. The laborious 
industry of the monks in the augmentation of 
the stores of intellectual wealth is well attested. 
They were unremitting in their assiduity. In 
the ninth and tenth centuries we find the monks 
of St. Gall bringing MSS. from France and 
Italy, collating their own copies, and securing 
their critical accuracy. Abbot William of 
Hirschau, in the eleventh century, set apart 
twelve of the brethren, whom he caused to 
devote themselves especially to the transcrip- 
tion of the Scriptures, and appointed one monk 
of learning and experience as a superintendent 
over " the infinite number of others who 
laboured in the transcription of general books." 
As early as 1097 it was a law of that cele- 
brated monastery Corby, in Saxony, that every 
novice should on the day of his profession give 
a useful and valuable book to the library, and 
that every superior of a monastery, subject to 
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his own superior, should compose a chronicle 
of his house, and send it to him to be a 
memorial to future ages. Evidence of the 
encouragement given to literature by the mon- 
astic orders is found in the fact that in a pro- 
vincial chapter of abbots and priors of the 
Benedictine Order, held at Northampton in 
1848, men of letters and masters of arts were 
invited to become monks by a promise of ex- 
emption from all daily services. Many MSS. 
still extant prove that the coppng of books 
was practised extensively during the Middle 
Ages in the monasteries of the Morea, and in 
those of the islands of Eubcea and Crete. 
Fifty religious establishments in Calabria and 
the Kingdom of Naples are mentioned from 
which proceeded a large number of books, 
afterwards collected in the libraries of Rome, 
Florence, Venice, and Milan.* The same sys- 
tem of copying was carried on in the monas- 
teries of Western Europe, and especially in 
the British Isles. It may safely be asserted 
that wherever there were monasteries there was 
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a manufacture of books. Of course we meet 
with great diversity in quality as well as quan- 
tity. In most the transcription carried on was 
mainly that of Bibles, missals, Fathers of the 
Church, legends, or romances ; but in some we 
find a fair proportion of the classic authors 
reproduced. Isaac Taylor goes so far as to 
declare that '*the monastic institutions seemed 
as if framed for the special purpose of trans-> 
mitting the remains of ancient literature, sacred 
and profane, through a period in which, except 
for so extraordinary a provision, they must 
inevitably have perished ;*' and we are inclined 
to think that this declaration is not wide of the 
mark. 

Isolated instances of individual learning or 
genius would prove nothing ; but we have not 
ample evidence in works still extant which 
refute the attributed ignorance of the Middle 
Ages. An age which could produce writers 
such as Procopius, Agathias, Boethius, Hesy- 
chius, Proclus, Fulgentius, Cassiodorus, Pris- 
cianus, Gildas, Evagrius, Scholasticus, Simpli- 
cius, Marcellinus Ammianus, and Stephen of 
Byzantium, could not be unenlightened; yet 
these were writers of the sixth century. An 
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age which could furnish such lights as Bede 
and Alcuin could not be in profound darkness ; 
yet these were thinkers and writers of the eight 
century, Photius, in his ** Myriobiblion," a 
production of the ninth century, is evidence of 
the learning of some in this ** period of intel- 
lectual night." It has been justly observed that 
learning can flourish and advance only where 
the means of a wide and quick diffusion of the 
fruits of intellectual labour exist, but they may 
exist with the total absence of such means. 
This was probably the case in Europe in the 
Middle Ages. 

Without question, the monasteries were the 
repository of all that was of literary value in 
the Middle Ages. They preserved through these 
ages so inappropriately termed the ** dark ages," 
the classic gems of antiquity for the benefit of 
subsequent generations. There never was a 
time when the Latin classics were wholly ne- 
glected in the West. In the schools of the 
Benedictines were men learned in Hebrew, 
Greek, and Arabic. Many of the Popes were 
fully alive to the elevating influence of litera- 
ture. In a Bull issued by Pope Innocent IV. 
in 1246 he calls attention to the poverty of the 
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Churches of Prussia and Livonia, which, being 
new, were unprovided with the necessary books, 
and he especially invited monks to send some 
to them out of their abundance. It appears 
from the letters of Gerbert, afterwards Sylvester 
II., at the end of the 10th century, that he was 
not only familiar with Sallust and Caesar, Sue- 
tonius and Cicero, but that he expended large 
sums in collecting MSS. and procuring tran- 
scripts* In a letter to the Abbot of Tours, to 
whom he sends a list of the books of which he 
desired to have copies, he writes : " You know 
how intent I am in the formation of a library. 
As I have in the past times obtained, at great 
cost, from Rome and other parts of Italy, from 
Germany and Belgium, copies of books, being 
aided by the kindness of my friends, so now 
allow me to implore the same service from you. 
The expense of parchment, and what is neces- 
sary, I will thankfully repay to your order." 
The same abbot, in other letters, writes to 
Thietmar, of Mayence, for a part of one of the 
works of Boethius, which was wanting in his 
own copy ; to the Abbot Gfselbert concerning 
some deficiencies in his copy of treatises of 
Cicero and Demosthenes ; to Airard respecting 
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the correction of a MS. of Pliny, and thfe 
copying of some other works; to the Archbishop 
of Rheims, desiring him to borrow for him from 
the Abbot Azo a copy of Caesar, and promis- 
ing, in return, to lend him eight volumes of the 
works of Boethius. These are instances from 
the letters of a single abbot, and his case is 
not by any means an isolated one. It is but a 
sample of the very general desire on the part 
of the monks to make their collections as useful 
and complete as possible. 

Nicolas v., who came to the Apostolic See 
in 1447, kept a staff of skilful copyists, whom 
he employed in different places where there 
were books to be transcribed. His great object 
seems to have been to make the Vatican 
Library, which till that time was not of much 
account, a perfect repository of all the Greek 
and Latin writers of antiquity. In this he 
was most successful ; and though he lived but 
eight years after his election, a vast amount of 
MSS. were during this period collected in the 
great library of Rome. 

The monasteries were the public libraries of 
the Mediaeval Ages, they were the main reposi- 
tories of knowledge for those whose poverty 
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prevented them from acquiring libraries of their 
own. They were regarded, to some extent, in 
the light of a public trust ; and students were 
not only permitted to consult the books in the 
libraries, but, under certain safeguards, were 
allowed to study them in their own homes. So 
important was this privilege that, when some 
abbots had discontinued the practise, in conse- 
quence of the injury which the books occasion- 
ally sustained, the Council of Paris, in 1212, 
qrdered the immediate resumption of the an- 
cient custom, declaring that the lending of 
books might justly be reckoned among the most 
eminent of the works of mercy. 

No doubt there was much in the monastic 
establishments, as they existed in this country 
in the 16th century, which required reform. 
Notwithstanding Mr. Froude*s ingenious defence 
of the character of Henry VIIL, we may 
reasonably question whether he and his favoured 
advisers were men capable of effecting sucH 
reform, and whether they wanted the revenues 
and wealth of the monasteries rather than their 
reformation. This, however, is not a matter 
we can now discuss. They considered or, at 
least, acted on the assumption that reform was 
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practically out of the question, and that the 
only remedy was suppression ; and one result 
among others was the loss to this country of 
its early literature, a loss which can never be 
repaired* 

W. A. C» 
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youthe bewayled, and so muche the more, 
for that I haue not, accordinge to the 
natural 2ele whyche I beare to my con- 
treye, ben able to redresse it for ungentyll 
pouerte. A much forther plage hath fallen 
of late yeares I dolorouslye lamente so 
greate an oversyghte in the moste lawfull 
ouerthrow of the sodometrouse Abbeyes 
and Fryeryes, when the most worthy mo- 
numentes of this realme, so myserably 
peryshed in the spoyle. Oh, that men of 
leamyng and of perfyght loue to their 
nacyon, were not then appoynted to the 
serche of theyr lybraryes, for the conser- 
uacyon of those most noble Antiquitees. 
Couetousnesse was at that tyme so busy 
aboute pryuate commodite, that publyque 
wealthe in that moste necessarye and 
godly respedle, was not any where re- 
garded. If your most noble father of 
excellent memory, Kynge Henry the viii. 
bad not of a godly zele, by specyall com- 
myssyon, dyrecfled maystre Johan Ley- 
lande, to ouerse a nombre of theyr sayde 
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libraries, we had lost infynyte treasure 
of knowledge, by the spoyle, which anon 
after folowed of their due suppression. 

By that meanes we are yet in hope 
of somewhat to come forwarde, to the 
inestymable glory of the lande, namely 
hys worthye worckes, d$ Aniiquitate 
Bntannica^ S* de illustribus uivis^ with 
hys Epigrames and Epicedes, whiche 
a great nombre of godly men most fer- 
uently desyereth. Thys treat yse folow- 
ynge, of hys laboriouse progresse, haue 
I with all mekenese, dedycated to your 
magnificent Majestic, as a just possession 
to the ryght inheritour. For fyrste was 
it geuen of the Authour, to youre most 
noble father of famouse memory in steade 
of a lowly newe yeares gyft, now do I 
restore it to youre worthye hyghnesse, 
his naturall sonne and only true succes- 
sour in kingely dygnytye, as youre owne 
propre good, with all submission decent. 
I shall not now neade to recite to your 
learned majestie, what profyte aryseth by 
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continuall readinge of bokes, specyally of 
auncyent hystories, after the necessarye 
searche of the Byble scryptures, for the 
treatyse here folowinge will plenteously 
declare it. They treat what is in ych 
commenwelth to be folowed, and what to 
be chefely eschewed. What causeth a 
realme to floryshe, and what doth dymin- 
ish the estate therof, wyth a thousande of 
like matters. They much deceyue Christen 
Prynces, that disswade them from ver- 
tuouse studie of the sacred scryptures, 
and Chronicles, as the vyrulent papystes 
haue done by al pra<5lyses possible to 
make them the ymages of theyr beastly 
father of Rome, Apoc. xiii. 

Most of all it becometh a kynge, to 
knowe the lawes of the Lorde, for he 
here in earthe by power representeth hys 
eternall maieste. Be learned (saith David) 
ye kinges that judge the world, embrace 
good instruccyons, least he in his anger 
do iustly abhorre yow. Psal. ii. The 
honour of a kynge (sayth Salomon) stan- 
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deth not in strengthe, and ryches, but in 
the searche of wholsome do<51ryne, to 
dyuide the drosse from the syluer, and to 
folowe Goddes holy commandementes, 
Prov. XXV. A saying it was a thousande, 
a hondred, and xxx yeares a go, suche 
tyme as Paulus Orosius was here a wryter, 
that the do<5lryne of Christ was cause of 
the decay of the commenwealth of the Ro- 
manes. Against them that so blasphem- 
ously babied, the sayde Orosius wrote, 
vii. noble bokes, as a confutacion of that 
pernycyouse errour: yet is that moste 
unhappy and deuelyshe opynyon, nowe 
raysed up agayne from hell, and brought 
hyther into Englande, by a great nombre 
of obstynate Papystes, and desperate 
lybertynes (it is to be feared) to the dread- 
full dampnacyon of manye. If any plage 
or punishment for synne so chaunce upon 
us, by the ryghtful hand of God, then is 
the Gospel or message of saluacyon, 
wrongfully accused and noysed abroade, 
to be the chefe cause, and sturrer up 



8 THE EPISTLB 

therof, and not theyr owne fornycacyon 
and brybery wyth a thousande myschieues 
more, whiche calleth to God for dayly 
vepgeance. 

We had neuer good worlde (saye they) 
sens thys newe learnynge came in, neyther 
are we lyke to haue, tyll it be clerely 
banyshed agayne. O voyce more aparaunt 
to come from deuylles then from men 
christened. The sonne of the lyuinge God 
Jesus Christ sheweth vs the playne cause, 
why these wycked persones so obstyn- 
atlye dwell in the hate of hys heauenly 
word. Euery one (sayth he) that worketh 
wyckednesse doth abhorre that lyghte, 
because they wyll not their myschieues 
therby to be knowne. For that lyghte 
manyfesteth to the worlde, their fowle 
naughty doynges, and shameful oppres- 
sions to rebuke. John iii. These seke but 
to reigne here in a fleshelye lyberte, ouer 
pther mejines wynes & goodes, for the 
time of theyr cursed lyues, whiche the 
scriptures wyl not permyt them. And 
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therfore they fret at the very harte, & would 
haue them banyshed the contrey, that 
they so myghte lyue here wythoute checke. 
These wyth suche other moste detestable 
abuses, whose due reformacyon chiefely 
belongeth to a king, may as in a clere 
mirrour, be seane in the said scryptures 
and chronycles. It may also in them be 
perceyued, wherof they aryse, and how 
they may wele by good ordre be abolyshed. 
And therfore I recken the contynual 
searche of them, to a Christen Gouernoure 
most necessary. 

We fynde Exodi, i. that the mighty 
Magistrate vndre God Moyses, among 
his other most worthy adles, droue the 
deuouryng locustes, which had in Egypte 
destroyed al that was grene upon the 
earthe, into the reade sea, and there 
drowned them so, that they were no more 
sene. The like wrought your highnesses 
most noble father of excellent memory 
Kynge Henry the viii. though it were in 
an other kinde, suche time as he dys- 
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charged this his realme of Antichristes 
noyful cattel, Monkes, Chanons, Frires, 
Nonnes, Heremites, Perdoners, and soule 
syngers, with other execrable se<5les 
of perdicion. Neuerthelesse oure Egyp- 
pcyanes both of the clergye, and layte, 
haue soughte euer sens, and yet seketh 
to this daye, to leade youre Maiesties 
people in a palpable kynde of darkenesse 
by their masses, and other sorcerouse 
witchcraftes, as lately apered in the last 
commocyon of Comewale and Deuen- 
shyre, to reduce them agayne to the olde 
obedyence of the great Pharao of Rome, 
in the stynkyng kyngedome of ydolatry. 
But your noble counsel!, to withstande 
thys vyolence, hath hytherto moste wor- 
thelye wrought, in the myghtie worde of 
the Lorde, and in the stronge power of 
your regall rodde, to dryue thys horryble 
plage of darknesse from the face of thys 
earthe, and our good hope is, that they 
wyl gracyously so styll continue. 

Salomon is commended of Jesus the 
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Sonne of Syrach, Ecch. xlvii. for that the 
Lorde had hym replenyshed wyth all 
wysdome, and for hys sake had dryuen 
the enemyes awaye farre of, that he 
myghte buylde an howse in hys name, 
and prepare vnto hym a san<5luary for 
euer, whych al to this daye we behold in 
youre kyngelye persone fulfylled, prayeng 
vnto God that it maye so styl endure. As 
in your pryncelye begynnynges ye apere 
vnto vs a very Josias both in your tendre 
youthe and vertuouse educacyon, so our 
specyal hope is, that in your dayly pro- 
cedinges ye wyl styl perseuer the same. 
The lykelyhodes in dede are very apa- 
raunte, Gods name be praysed for it. 
For by your gracyouse commandement, 
hath bene taken awaye the abhomyna- 
cyons of the vngodlye. Whyche is a 
playne token, that ye haue dyre<5led youre 
noble harte to the lyuinge Lorde, inten- 
dynge to set vp hys true worshyppynges 
agayne. That we delyuered (as Zacharias 
the marryed prest sayeth, Luci. i.) out of 
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the cruell handes of oure enemyes, maye 
serue hym from hens fourth wythout 
feare, all the dayes of oure lyfe. These 
moste godlye pryncypples refiresheth your 
christen subie(fles, and so greatly delyteth 
their obedyent hartes, that the onely re- 
membraunce of youre maiesties name, is 
to them now more plesaunt, swete, and 
delycyouse, than is any other pleasure 
worldly, lyke as was the name of the fyrst 
Josias to the people of that age. EccU» 
xlix. The eternall lyuyhge God prospere 
youre hyghnesse in all kyndes of learnynge 
and vertue, and preserue you in longe lyfe 
vpon earth, to the glorye of hys holye 
name and comforte of your louynge sub- 
iecfles. Amen. 
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N what estymacion An- 
tyquytees have bene had 
amonge men of graue 
wyttes and iudgementes, 
the hystoryes whyche are, 
as testyfyeth Cicero, the mastresscs of 
lyfe and exposytours of tymes, haue not 
omytted to declare. The most auncyent 
and authorysable Antiquytees are those, 
whych Moses left to the Hebrues, and 
Berosus to the Caldeanes, as moste pre- 
cyouse treasure, and lyuelye memoryalles 
in wrytinge, that both the Jewes and the 
Gentyles, and in them all nacyons of the 
worlde myghte thereby knowe theyr ory- 
gyiiall begynnynges. What hath bene 
done besydes in the partycular Kynge- 
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domes abroade by theyr antique wryters, 
it is knowne to them whyche haue of longe 
time bene exercysed in the readyng of 
theyr most auncyent chronycles. Though 
Gyldas Badonicus do reporte on the one 
syde, in his fyrst treatise de exddio Bri- 
tannia^ that all the olde monumentes of 
the Brytaynes hadde peryshed afore hys 
tyme, and were partlye brente by the 
enemyes, and partlye conueyed into other 
landes by them that fledde from hens. 
And although that Bedas Girwinus also 
on the other syde, in settynge fourth the 
hystorye of the Englyshe Saxons, doth 
omyt the Antiquytees of the seyd Bry- 
taynes their predecessours, partly of hate, 
as it is supposed, and partly for want of 
theyr olde wrytynges. Yet remayned 
there of late yeares in serten lybraryes 
of thys realme (I haue seane parte of 
them) the moste worthye monumentes, 
concernynge Antiquite, of Ninianus, Pa- 
tricius, Ambrosius Merlinus, Gildas Al- 
banius, Merlinus Syluester, Thelesmus, 
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Melkinus, Kentigeruus, Nennius, Samuel, 
and other lyke, of whome the more parte 
wrote longe afore them. 

But thys is hyghly to be lamented, of 
ail them that hath a naturall loue to their 
contrey, eyther yet to lerned Antiquyte, 
whyche is a moste syngular bewty to the 
same. That in turnynge ouer of the 
superstycyouse monasteryes, so lytle re- 
spedle was had to theyr lybraryes for the 
sauegarde of those noble and precyouse 
monumentes. I do not denye it, but the 
monkes, chanons, and fryres, were wycked 
both wayes, as the oyled Byshoppes and 
prestes for the more part are yet styll. 
Fyrst for so much as they were the pro- 
fessed souldyours of Antichrist, and next 
to that, for so muche as they were moste 
execrable lyuers. For these causes, I 
must confesse them mostiustly suppressed. 
Yet this would I haue wyshed (and I 
scarcely vtter it without teares) that the 
profitable come had not so vnaduysedly 
and vngodly peryshed wyth the vnprofyt- 
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able chaffe, nor the wholsome herbes 
with the vnwholsome wedes, I meane the 
worthy workes of men godly mynded, and 
lyuelye memoryalles of our nacyon, wyth 
those laysy lubbers and popashe belly- 
goddes. But dyuerse were the workers 
of thys desolacyon, lyke as the thynges 
dyssypated were dyuerse. The veryte 
and promyse of our etemall God, made 
an ende of the popes dysguysed rable, as 
it wyll do hys remnaunt, whyche are wele 
knowne by their frutes. All plantes (sayth 
Christe) whyche my heauenlye father hath 
not planted, shall be plucked up by the 
rootes, least anye longar the blynde 
leaders shoulde leade the blynde multy«- 
tude. Matk. xi. 

Auaryce was the other dyspatcher, 
whych hath made an ende both of our 
lybraryes and bokes wythout respedle 
lyke as of other moste honest commo* 
dytees, to no small decaye of the corn- 
men welthe. Cyrus the kynge of Per- 
seanes (as testifyeth Esdras) had a noble 
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lybrary in Babylon, for the conseruacyon 
both of the landes Antiquytees and also 
of the prynces adles, lawes, and com- 
maundementes, that whan necessyte 
shoulde requyre it, the certentie of 
thynges myghte there be sought and 
founde out. i. Esdu, vi. Nehemias the 
Prophete made a lybrarye also, and 
gathered into it bokes from all contreyes, 
specyally the bokes of the prophetes and 
of Dauid, the epystles and adies of the 
kynges, with serten annotacyons and 
writynges, Judas Machabeus addynge 
dyuerse vy(5loryes to the same. ii. Mocha, 
ii. Thus are buylders of lybraryes com- 
mended in the scriptures, than must their 
destroyers haue of the same, their justly 
deserued infamyes, namelye whan couet- 
ousnesse is founde the most busy doar, 
whose workes are alwayes to be detested. 
Wherfore Salomon sayth : A dyscrete 
and iuste rular much profyteth a lande, 
where a couetouse rauenour destroyeth it 
agayne. Prauer. xxix. O most wycked 
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auaryce, Saynte Paule calleth the a wor- 
shyppynge of ydolles, whyche is a takyng 
awaye of all godly honour, Colics, iii. He 
sayth, thou art suche a temptacyon and 
snare of the deuyll, as bryngeth all to 
perdycyon. Yea, he reporteth the to be 
the roote of all myschefe. i. Timot, vi. 
Nothynge vpon earth (sayth Jesus Syrach) 
is so evyll, as a couetouse man. EccU. x. 
Neuer had we bene offended for the 
losse of our lybraryes, beynge so many in 
nombre, and in so desolate places for the 
more parte, yf the chiefe monumentes and 
moste notable workes of our excellent 
wryters, had bene reserued. If there had 
bene in euery shyre of Englande, but one 
solemyne lybrary, to the preseruacyon of 
those noble workes, and preferrement of 
good lernynges in oure posteryte, it had 
bene yet sumwhat. But to destroye all 
without consyderacyon, is and wyll be 
vnto Englande for euer, a moste horryble 
infamy amonge the graue senyours of 
other nacyons. A greate nombre of them 
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whych purchased those superstycyouse 
mansyons, reserued of those lybrarye 
bokes, some to serue theyr iakes, some 
to secure theyr candelstyckes, and some 
to rubbe their bootes* Some they solde 
to the grossers and sope sellers, & some 
they sent ouer see to the bokebynders, 
not in small nombre, but at tymes whole 
shyppes full, to the wonderynge of the 
foren nacyons. Yea, the vnyuersytees of 
of thys realme, are not all clere in this 
detestable fadl. But cursed is that bellye, 
whyche seketh to be fedde with suche 
vngodly ga3mes, and so depelye shameth 
hys natural contreye. I knowe a pier- 
chaunt man, whych shall at thys tyme be 
namelesse, that boughte the contented of 
two noble lybraryes for xl. shyllynges 
pryce, a shame it is to be spoken. Thys 
stufie hath he occupyed in the stede of 
graye paper by the space of more than 
these X. yeares, and yet he hath store 
ynough for as many yeares to come. A 
prodygyuose example is this, and to be 
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abhorred of all men which loue their 
nacyon as they shoulde do. 

O cyties of Englande, whose glory 
standeth more in bellye chere, than in the 
serche of wysdome godlye. How cometh 
it, that nejrther you, nor yet your ydell 
masmongers, have regarded thys most 
worthy commodyte of your contrey ? I 
meane the conseruacyon of your Antiquy- 
tees, and of the worthy labours of your 
lemed men : I thynke the renowme of 
suche a notable a(5le, wolde haue much 
longar endured, than of all your belly 
bankettes and table tryumphes, e3rther 
yet of your newely purchased hawles to 
kepe S« Georges feast in. What els 
made the auncyent Grekes and Romanes, 
famouse to the world, but suche vertuouse 
and necessary prouysyons in their com^ 
men welthes ? What els hath made the 
Jewes now an obscure nacyon, but the 
decaye of their kjmgedome and contiunall 
destruccyons besydes. Yea, what maye 
brynge our realnie to more shame and 
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rebuke, than to haue it noysed abroade, 
that we are despysers of lernynge ? I 
iudge thys to be true, and vtter it wyth 
heauynessCf that neyther the Brytaynes 
vnder the Romanes and Saxons, nor yet 
the lEnglyshe people vndre the Danes and 
Normannes, had euer suche dammage of 
their letned monumentes, as we haue 
deane in our time. Oure poster3rte maye 
welfe curse thys ii^^cked fadle of our age, 
thys vnr6asonabIe spole of Englandes 
moste noble Antiquytees, vnlesse they be 
stayed in tyme, and by the art of prynt- 
yilge be brought into a nombre of cop- 
t>yes. The monkes kepte them vndre 
duste, the ydle headed prestes regarded 
them not, theyt lattre owners haue moste 
shamefuUye abused them, and the couet- 
ouSe merchauntes haue solde them away 
into foren nacions for moneye. Steppe 
you fourth now last of all, ye noble men 
and women (as there are in these dayes a 
great nombre of you most nobyllye lerned, 
prayse be to God for it) and shewe your 
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naturall noble hartes to your nacyon. 
Treade vndre your fete the unworthy ex- 
amples of these Herostrates or abhomyn- 
able destroyars. And brynge you into the 
lyghte, that they kept longe in the darke- 
nes, or els in these dayes seketh vtterly to 
destroye. As ye fynde a notable Anty- 
quyte, suche as are the hystoryes of Gil- 
das and Nennius amonge the Brytaynes, 
Stephanides and Asserius among the Eng- 
lyshe Saxons, lete them anon be imprented, 
and so brynge them into a nombre of cop- 
pyes, both to their and your owne per- 
petuall fame. For a more notable poynt 
of nobylyte can ye not shewe, than in 
suche sort to bewtyfie your contrey, and 
so to restore vs to suche a truthe in hys- 
tories, as we haue longe wanted. We 
have the fable of Dioclecyane and hys 
xxxiii. Doughters, and how thys realme 
was called Albion ab Mis rupibus, wyth lye 
and all, but the veryte as yet we haue not, 
how thys lande was fyrst inhab3rted. If we 
fynde them mixed wyth superstycyons, 
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we shall measure them by the scriptures, 
and sumwhat beare with the corrupcyon 
of their tymes. Unknowne is it not vnto 
you, but that the most noble conquerours 
of the worlde, haue euermore had in 
muche pryce the Antiquytees of storyes, 
and haue lerned of them the thynge which 
hath most increased their worthy fame. 

Now come we to the author of thys pre- 
sent treatyse, whyche plenteouslye hath 
declared the abundaunce of a noble harte 
to hys contreye. Thys was Johan Ley- 
lande, an excellent oratour and poete, 
moreouer a man lerned in many sondrye 
languages, as Greke, Latyne, Frenche, 
Italion, Spanyshe, Brittyshe, Saxonyshe, 
Walshe, Englyshe, and Scottyshe. A 
most feruent fauourer was thys man, and 
a moste dylygent sercher of the Antiquy- 
tees of thys oure Englyshe or Bryttyshe 
nacyon, as wyll apere not onelye by thys 
treatyse folowynge, but also by many 
other notable workes whyche he hath 
lernedly compyled. Bycause I wyll not 
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stande alone in the prayse of hym and 
hys worthye a<5les» I wyll now brynge 
fourth an other wytnesse, a man lemed 
and louynge hys contrey also, whych 
wrote vnto me iii. yeares ago, dolourous- 
lye lamentynge hys soden fall. Maistre 
Leylande (sayth he) whose prjmted workes 
I haue sent yow, is in suche a frenesy at 
thys present, that lytle hope I haue of 
hys recouer, whereby he myghte fynyshe 
such thynges as he began, and would 
haue ended, yf lyfe, helthe, and ryghte 
reason had serued h3rm thereunto. There 
be dyuerse whyche (by report of hys ene- 
myes, as Polydore Vergyle and others) 
saye, that he wolde neuer haue set fourth 
suche thynges as he promysed, affirm3mge 
hym to be a vaynegloryouse persone, 
whyche woulde promyse more, than euer 
he was able or intended to perfourme. 

I muche do feare it that he was va3me- 
gloryouse, and that he had a poetycall 
wytt, whyche I lament, for I iudge it one 
of the chefest thynges that caused hym 
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to £all besydes hys ryghte dyscernynges. 
But thys dare I be holde to saye, as one 
that knoweth it (for I sawe and redde of 
them in his stody, dyuerse and -many 
tymes) that he neuer promysed to set 
fourth so manye workes as he had dygest- 
ed in an ordre, and had in a forwarde 
redynesse to haue set fourth. And sure- 
lye in suche a dort he handeled the matters 
by hym treated of, that (by my symple 
iudgement) if he had so fynyshed them 
and set them fourth accordynge as he 
than intended and wolde haue done. 
Truly I suppose no lesse, but it wolde 
haue byn a wondre (yea, a myracle to the 
worlde) to haue redde them. And that all 
other authors, whyche haue wrytten of vs 
and of oures in t3'mes paste, concernynge 
tb3aiges memorable, to be chronycled, 
eyther yet put in writynge, shoulde haue 
bene counted but as shaddowes, or of small 
estymacyon in resye6i of hym. So lem- 
edlye, lyuelye, euydently, and grounded- 
lye^ and with suche authorytees (Yea, and 
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as it were wyth a serten maiestie) woulde 
he haue fullye and whollye paynted, de- 
scribed, or set fourth thys oure realme 
and all thynges therein, wyth all the 
domynyons thereof, and wyth all suche 
thynges as haue from tyme to tyme byn 
done in them, 

I was as famylyarlye acqua3mted wyth 
hym, as wyth whome I am best acquaynt- 
ed, and do knowe certenlye, that he from 
his youth was so emestly studyouse and 
desyerouse of our Antiquytees, that al- 
wayes hys whole stodyes were dyrecfled to 
that ende. And for the true and full at- 
ta5aiynge therunto, he not onlye applyed 
hym selfe to the knowledge of the Greke 
and Latyne tongues, wherein he was (I 
myghte saye) excellentlye lerned. But 
also to the stodye of the Bryttyshe, Sax- 
onyshe, and Walshe tongues, and so muche 
profyted therin, that he most perfitelye 
vnderstode them. And yet not herwjrth 
all content, he dyd fiilly and whollye both 
labour and trauayle in hys owne persone, 
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throughe this our realme and certen of 
the dominions therof, because he woulde 
haue the perfyte and full knoweledge of 
all thynges that myghte be gathered or 
learned, bothe for thynges memorable, 
and for the sytuacyon of the same. And 
as for all authors of Greke, Latyne, 
Frenche, Italian, Spanyshe, Bryttyshe, 
Saxonyshe, Walshe, Englyshe, or Scot- 
tyshe, towching in any wyse the vnder- 
standynge of oure Antiquitees, he had so 
fully redde and applyed them, that they 
were in a manner gra£fed in hym as of 
nature. So that he myght well cal him 
selfe Antiquarius, 

Surely my frynde, I can not therfore 
but lament this hys estate, boldelye af- 
firminge, that Englande neuer sawe (nor 
as I beleue,shal se, excepteGod sayeAmen 
therto) a man to him herin in al thynges 
to be compared. For vndoubted he was 
in these matters wonderfull and peerlesse, 
so that as concerninge them, Englande 
had yet neuer a greater losse. But what 



r I . . ' . .  I I I I ' ll  . t . I » I I I I 1 II i rf I i f 

A 

28 THB PRBFACB. 

shall we saye ? It hath pleased God that 
he shuld thus be depi^ued of hys W3rttes, 
that Lord knoweth best what he hath to 
do, hys name be for euermore blessed. 
But thys shal be my prayer styll, that yf 
the Lorde wyll not geue hym his ryghte 
vnderstandinge agayne, that it maye yet 
please his goodnesse, to put in the mindes 
of some that best may, to do it. That not 
only such thinges as ms^stre Leylande 
intended to haue set fourth of hys oivne, 
but also suche olde authors as he hath 
gathered together into hys lybraryes (and 
as yet not prynted) may (and that with 
spede) be set fourth in pr3nite, for the ne* 
cessary knowledge of all men touchynge 
Antiquitees. But after suche rate and 
sorte as Maystre Leylande hym selfe (yf 
hys ryght reason had serued hym) woulde 
haue set them fourth, for that do I neuer 
loke* But hereof ones to make an ende 
as Terence feately sayth, }A guimuss quandd 
ui uotumus non licet. We must do as we 
may, when we cannot do as we woulde. 
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All these are the testymonies of my frynde. 
Thus am I not alone in opynyon con- 
cemyng Johan Leylande and such other 
for Antiquitees sake, but haue so manye 
more with their good willes to assiste me 
as naturallye fauoreth Englande. By thys 
worthye propertye (sayth Cassiodorus) is 
a noble citezen knowen. He seketh the 
commodite, praise and aduauncement of 
hys countreye, Swete is the remem* 
braunce of a mannes naturall lande» to 
hym that is absent. The byrdes that flye 
abroade, do loue their owne nestes. The 
beastes that ronne astraye, seketh their 
accustomed cowches. And th^e fyshes 
within the water, resorteth to their hollow 
dennes. Ryghte notably was it alleged 
of Plato, that we are not borne onlye to 
our owne commoditees. But we ought 
to haue respecfl both to our countrey 
and kyndred. Of our natural countrey 
we haue our parentes, our fode, our norish- 
ment, frendship, frindes, acquayntaunce, 
howse, Wyfe, chyldren, with such lyke. 
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The fathers in the olde la we, had such 

an inwarde loue to their natyve soyle, 

that they woulde no where els be buried. 

Though Christ our moste louynge maystre 

sayde it. That a Prophete is not withoute 

honour but in his owne countrey and 

kindred. Matth. xiii. Yet bewtifyed it he 

aboue all nacyons, both with his dodlrine 

and miracles, alledg3mge many of their 

noble Antiquitees in Noe, Loth, Abraham, 

Isaac, Jacob, Dauid, Salomon, Elias, Eli- 

sens, and other to confirme them in the 

true faith. He that naturallye loueth hys 

lande, obeyeth therw)rth the commaunde- 

mentes of God concernyng the loue of his 

neyber, and the faythful obedyence 

of kynges. Whych I instauntly 

desjrre al godly subie(5les to 

folow, to the prayse of 

him which gaue 

those necessa- 

rye com- 

maundementes. 

Sin ire it. 
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O man (I thinke) there is 

which beareth good affec- 

cyon to Englande, or that 

nombreth the loue of his 

naturall contreye amonge 

comlye and necessary vertues, but wyl 

commende the honest affefle, stodye, 

labour, and diligence of the author of 

thys present treatyse. And not onety that, 

but vpon the same he wyll hym selfe 

endeuer : yea, yche man to hys talente, 

to folowe, the lyke in eifeift. Johan 

Leylande in thys and manye other workes. 
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whyche he hath in hys tyme compyled, 
haue not shewed hymselfe a barreyne and 
unfruteful clodde of earthe wjrthin hys 
owne nacyon, suckynge the moysture, 
and not renderynge frute to the com- 
modite thereof as manye doth, the more 
is the pyty. But he hath muche fructy- 
fyed in biyngjmge manye thynges to clere 
knowledge, whyche haue longe remayned 
in horrible darkenesse. He is here vnto 
vs in Englande, in these hys frutefuU 
labours, as was Joannes Annius to the 
Italianes, and as were bothe Conradus 
Celtes and Franciscus Jrenicus to the 
Germanes, whyche brought many most 
wonderfuU Antiquitees of theirs to lyghte. 
Hys laboures in colledlynge the same to 
the syngular commodyte of oure nacyon, 
will apere here after abundaunt, to them 
that shall dyJygentlye peruse this small 
treatyse, whyche he gaue to Kynge 
Henry, the, viii. as a newe yeares gyft, 
in the yeare of oure Lorde a M.D.XLVI. 
The whyche as I haue rece3rued of a 
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specyall frynde, so do I agayne fryndelye 
communycate it, to the fryndely louers 
of my countreye. And thus it begynneth : 

Where as it pleased youre hyghnesse 
vpon very iuste consyderacyons, to 
encorage me, by the authoryte of your 
moste gracyouse commyssion, in the 
XXXV. yeare of your prosperouse reygne, 
to peruse and dylygentlye to searche 
all the lybraryes of Monasteryes and 
collegies of thys your noble realme, to the 
entent that the monumentes of auncyent 
wryters, as wel of other nacyons as of 
your owne prouynce, myghte be brought 
out of deadly darkenesse to lyuelye lyght, 
and to receyue lyke thankes of their 
posteryte, as they hoped for at suche 
t3nne, as they employed their longe and 
greate studyes to the publyque wealthe. 

Se here the wysdome of thys worthy 
and noble prynce, Kyng Henry the viii' 
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bow prudentlye he dysposeth matters. 
Accordynge to the Pryncely admyny- 
stracyon, of Grod to hym committed, he 
hath here consyderacions diuerse res- 
pedlinge as wele the dysposycyons of his 
subiedles, as those thynges also, whyche 
myght seme to be profytable in a Christen 
commen welth. Not only marked he the 
natural inclinacyon of this Leylande, but 
also prouoked him to folowe it in effedl, 
to the conseruacion of the landes Anti- 
quitees whyche are a moste syngulare 
bewtye in euery nacyon. He gaue hym 
out his autorite and commission, in the 
yeare of oure Lorde a M. D. xxxiii. to 
serche and peruse the Libraries of hys 
realme in monasteries, couentes, and 
colleges, before their vtter destruccyon, 
whyche God then appoynted for their 
wyckednesses sake. The rular (saythe 
S. Paule) beareth not the swerde in 
vayne, but is the minister of God, to take 
vengeaunce on them that do euyl, Roma, 
xiii. And his noble purpose was thys, 
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to saue the precyouse monumentes of 
auncyent wryters, whych is a most 
worthy worke, and so to brynge them 
from dafkenesse to a lyuely light, to the 
notable fame and ornature of this land. 
Thus was there in this kynge, besides 
that is spoken afore, a stodye of thynges 
memorable, and a regardynge of noble 
Antiquite, whyche bothe are to be com- 
mended hyghly. 

Yea, and furthermore that the holy 
scryptures of God myghte both be syn- 
cerly taught and learned, all maner of 
superstycyon, and crafty coloured do<5lryne 
of a rowte of Romayne Byshoppes, totally 
expelled oute of thys your most catholyque 
realme. I thinke it now no lesse, than 
my very dewtye breuely to declare to 
your Maiestie, what frute haue spronge of 
my laboriouse iourney and costly enter- 
prise, both roted vpon your infynyte 
goodnesse and lyberalyte, qualytees ryght 
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highly to be estemed in all Prynces, and 
most specyally in yow, as naturally your 
owne wele knowne proprietes. 

An other cause Johan Leylande bryng- 
eth fourth here, of thys serche of lybraries, 
which is, that the scriptures of God 
myght therby be more purely taught then 
afore in the Romish popes time. More- 
ouer, that all kyndes of wicked super- 
stycyons, and of the sophystycall doc5lrynes 
myghte be remoued hens, to the amende- 
ment or els more clere aperaunce of the 
true Chrysten fayth. For though the 
more part of writers, were wholly given to 
serve Antichristes aflFe(5les in the parelouse 
ages of the Churche. Apo, ix, Yet were 
there som amonge them, whiche refusynge 
that office, sought the onlye glory of their 
Lorde God. In the middest of al darke- 
nes^i haue some men by all ages, had 
the liuynge sprete of Goddes chyldren, 
what though they haue in some th)mges 
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erred. Gal. iiii. Neuer yet were the 
spelunkes of Abdias wythoute the true 
Prophetes of God, what though that 
wycked Jezabel, the Romyshe chiurche 
most cruelly sought their bloud iii. Re. 
xviii. The worthy workes of these, this 
noble kyng sought to saue by this Ley- 
lande, afore the suppressinge of the 
monkyshe monasteryes, which commen- 
deth in hym (as good reason geueth it) 
both the care of Christen relygyon, and 
also the disanuUynge of most deuylysh 
idolatry. Suche a discrete and circum- 
spe(5l kyng doth the wyse man cal, a 
welfare of the worlde, and an upholdynge 
of the people. Sapi. vi. The frutes 
sprynginge of Leylandes laboriouse 
iourney now foloweth in efFecfle, 

Fyrst I haue conserued many good 
authors, the whych otherwyse had ben 
lyke to haue peryshed, to no small incom- 
modyte of good letters. Of the which 
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parte remayne in the most magnificent 
libraryes of your royall palaces. Part 
also remayne in my custodie, wherby I 
trust right shortly, so to describe your 
moste noble realme, and to publyshe the 
Maiestie of the excellente adles of youre 
progenytours, hytherto sore obscured, 
bothe for lacke of empryntynge of such 
workes as laye secretely in comers. 

IF loiran §aU. 

Yf he be worthy prayse, whyche 
seketh to profyte a commen wealthe 
Johan Leyland is not to be negle(5led 
here, for thys hys laboryouse ioumey and 
costuouse enterpryse. For therby he 
hath saued the profitable workes of many 
excellent wryters, which els had bene 
loste, to no small decaye of that wholsome 
veryte, whiche is both to be sought in the 
scriptures of the Byble, and also in the 
moste olde and autentyck Chronycles of 
our prouynce. He ded wele to commyt 
certen of those worthy workes to the 
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kinges noble Libraries to their conser- 
uacyon, and also in reseruynge a certen 
of them to hym selfe, at that tyme 
myndynge to haue polyshed.our Chrony- 
cles, by fabulouse wryters sore blemyshed. 
But a moste noble adle shoulde he do, 
that wold clerely redeme them from dust 
and byrdfylynges, or pryuate vse to no 
profyte, and so bryng them fourth to a 
commen wealth of godly knowledge and 
lernynge, to the worthy fame of England, 
and increase of vertue. No godly man 
lyghteth a candle to put it vndre a bushel, 
but to set it a broade to the confort of 
many. Luce, xi. To locke vp the gates 
of true knowledge, from them that afFedl- 
uously seketh it to the glory of God, is a 
property belongynge onlye to the hypo- 
crytysh Pharisees, and false lawers. Mat, 
xxiii. A more sygne of ignobylyte can 
not be sene, then to hyde such noble 
monumentes, ne3rther can growe a more 
famouse report, than to sende them fourth 
a broade amonge men. And for that 
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purpose (I thynke) God hath in thys age 
geuen the noble art of prentynge. 

^ Jfobott ICejlattlre. 

And also because men of eloquence 
hath not enterprised, to set them fourth 
in a floryshynge style, in some tymes 
past not commenly vsed in Englande of 
writers, otherwise wele learned, and nowe 
in suche estymacyon, that except truth he 
delycately clothed in purpure her written 
verytees can scant fynde a reader. That 
all the worlde shal euydently perceyue, 
that no particular region, maye iustely be 
more extolled, than yours for true nobylyte 
and vertues at all poyntes renoumed. 

Muche haue the excellent and lyuelye 
acftes of Kynges bene obscured, (as is 
wrytten afore) for so muche as these 
noble Antyquytees haue not bene ere thys 
tyme reueled, but tyed vp in cheanes, and 
hydden vndre dust in the monkes and 



OF JOHAN LEYLANDE, 



41 



fryres libraryes. The greate want of 
them hath caused our latter Chronicles, 
specyally Johan Hard3mge, Wyllyam 
Caxton, Robert Fabiaue, and now last of 
al Polydor Uergyll, so depely to erre, as 
they haue done in many poyntes. And 
ii. thjmges chefely haue caused them 
(Leylande sayth) so longe to be witholden 
from vs. The one is the slacknesse of 
empryntynge, that no studiouse persone, 
myndynge the veritees preferrement, hath 
laboured their settynge out, to the 
commen profite. An other is the want of 
ornature, that they haue not bene 
changed into a more eloquent stile, to 
the ful satisfyenge of delycate eares and 
wyttes. The fyrst I woulde wyshe to be 
folowed, as a thynge very necessary to 
our Englysh commen wealthe. The 
other for the fyrst tyme, myghte wele be 
spared. For vndoubtedly, authoryte it 
woulde adde vnto them, to apere fyrst of 
all in their owne simplycyte or natiue 
colours without bewtie of speche. The 
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scriptures are not to be reie<5led, though 
they for the more part, want that same 
plasaunt order, which is commenly sought 
amonge prophane wryters. God hath 
chosen (S. Paule saith) the folyshe and 
weak thynges of the worlde, to confounde 
the wyse .and myghtye. i Cor, i. 

Farther more part of the exemplaries, 
curyously sought by me, and fortunately 
found in sondry places of this youre 
dominion, hath bene emprynted in Ger- 
many, and now be in the presses chefely 
of Frobenius, that not alonly the Ger- 
manes, but also the Italianes themselfe, 
that counte as the Grekes ded full 
arrogantly, all other nacyons to be bar- 
barouse and vnlettered, sauinge their 
owne, shall haue a dire<5l occasyon, openly 
of force to say. That Britannia prima fuit 
parens, altrix {addo hoc etianty S» iure quidem 
Optimo) conseruatrix cum uirorum magnorumf 
turn maxime ingeniorum. 
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Here sheweth Leylande, howe the 
thirde or latter part of hys coUeccions out 
of the Englyshe lybraryes, was bestowed 
to profyte. But where as he maketh 
report here, a serten of them to haue bene 
emprynted in Germany* I suppose he 
partly speaketh it for the worke of 
Joseph us Denonius, which he wrote in 
paraphrasticall verses, vpon the treatyse 
of Dares Phrygius concerninge the des- 
truccyon of Troye, and in. vi. bokes 
dedicated it to Baldewine than archeby- 
shop of Canterbury ; which worke (sayth 
he in Sylldbo antiquarum di^tionum) was 
prynted in Germany, but very corruptly 
vnder the tytle of Cornelius Nepos a 
Romane. Wherof Guilhelmus Fastre- 
gicus in his fyrste boke de Originihus rerum 
maketh also mencyon. Of the bokes 
which shoulde be in the handes of 
Hieronymus Frobenius, can I noth3mg 
heare. Yet haue I made thydre most 
instaunt sute and labour by diuerse 
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honeste men, at the least to haue had but 
theyr tytles, but I neuer coulde obtayne 
them. Whiche maketh me to thinke, 
that eyther, they haue peryshed by the 
waye, or els that they are throwne a syde 
in some corner, and so forgotten. Yet 
Conradus Gesnerus sumwhat conforteth 
me agayne, whyche in the seconde part of 
hys vnyuersall Biblyotheke, fol. clvii. 
confesseth serten olde Brittyshe hysto- 
rianes yet to remayne. For so lytle 
estemynge our true Antiquytees, the 
proude Italyanes haue alwayes holden vs 
for a Barbarouse nacyon. Loke Johan 
Boccatius in hys sixt boke de genecUogia 
Deoruntf Cap, Ivii. where as he treateth 
of Syluius posthumus and of our Brute, 
besydes their hystoryans. Where as, yf 
we had by all ages set them abroade, they 
had bene iustly occasyoned, to haue 
named Brytayne, a mother, a nource, and 
a mayntener, not only of worthy men, but 
also of moste excellent wjrttes. 
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And that profyte hath rysen by the 
aforsayd iourneye, in bryngynge full 
manye th3mges to lyght, as concernynge 
the vsurped autor3rte of the Byshopp of 
Rome and hys compiyces, to the manyfest 
and vyolent derogacyon of kyngely 
dygnyte, I referre my selfe moste humbly 
to your moste prudent, lerned, and hygh 
iudgement, to descerne my dylygence in 
the longe volume, wherin I haue made 
answer for the defence of your supreme 
dygnyte, alonly lenynge to the stronge 
pyllour of holye scripture agaynste the 
whole college of the Romanystes, clokynge 
their crafty assercyons and argumentes, 
vndre the name of one poore Pighius of 
Ultraiecfte in Germany, and standynge to 
them as to their onlye anker holde 
agaynst tempestes that they knowe wyll 
aryse, yf truthe maye be by lycens lette in, 
to haue a voyce in the generall counsell. 

By the hystoryes of Antiquyte, are 
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the natures of all ages of the worlde 
manyfested from tyme to tyme, and also 
both the prophecyes of Daniel and of S. 
Johans reuelacyon more easely of their 
readers vnderstanded. For he that 
marketh not by the serche of ernest 
chronycles, the dysposycyon of tymes, 
shall neuer beholde those godly prophe- 
cyes falfyUed in effedl. And therfore 
sayth Leylande here, that thys profyte 
amonge other hath rysen of hys studyouse 
labour. Antichrist and hys mynysters are 
lyke to be the better knowne, and their 
tyrannouse vsurpacyons perceyued, how 
shamefullye they haue abused the dygnyte 
of kynges. Whose power S. Paul de- 
clareth, not to be of the proude Romysh 
popet, as they haue bene persuaded by 
hys false prophetes in euery nacyon, but 
immedyatly from the omnypotent God of 
heauen. Roma, xiii. In all ages haue there 
bene some godly writers in Englande, 
which haue both smelled out, and also by 
theyr writynges detedledthe blasphemouse 
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fraudes of thys Antichrist. Dyuerse, of 
those christen workes ded Leylande fynde, 
and was by them occasyoned to write a 
great boke, called Antiphilarchia, agaynst 
the ambycyouse empyre of the Romysh 
byshop. And in thys he chefely withstode 
the subtyle assercyons and sophystycall 
reasonynges of an ydell brayned papyste, 
called Albertus Pighius, sumtyme a catty- 
stapled canon in the great cathedral myn- 
ster of vtrecht in HoUande. Wherin he 
wylleth that the veryte maye ones fynde 
gentyll hearers, agaynst those wycked 
enemyes. 

^ iolrati ^Bplanie. 

Yet herin only I haue not pytched the 
supreme worke of my labour, wher vnto 
your grace moste lyke a kyngelye patron e 
of all good learnynge ded anymate me. 
But also consyderynge and expendynge 
with my selfe, how great a numbre of 
excellent godlye wyttes and wrjrters, 
learned wjrth the best, as the tymes ser- 
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ued, hath bene in thys your regyon, Not 
onely at suche tymes as the Romane em- 
prours had recourse to it, but also in those 
dayes that the Saxons preuayled of the 
Br3rtaynes, and the Normannes of the 
Saxons, coulde not but with a feruent zele 
and an honest corage, commende them 
to memory. Els alas, lyke to haue bene 
perpetually obscured, or to haue bene 
lyghtelye remembred, as vncerteyne shad- 
dowes, 

IT |o{ratt §ale. 

Now onelye ded Johan Leylande col- 
ledl these frutefuU auncyent authors to- 
gyther, that men myghte by them inueye 
agaynste the false dodlryne of pappystes, 
corruptynge both the scriptures of God 
and the chronycles of thys realme, by 
execrable lyes and fables but also that 
their wyttye workes myghte come to 
lyght and be spredde abroade to the 
whorthye fame of the land. For by them 
maye it wele apere, the tymes alwayes 
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consydered, that we are no Barbarouse 
nacyon, as contemptuouslye the Italyane 
wryters doth call vs. Yet Cornelius Taci- 
tus a noble Romane, in the lyfe of Julius 
Agricola, commendeth the bryngynge vp 
of noble mennys chyldren in the lyberall 
scyences amonge the Brytaynes, and pre- 
ferreth the pregnauncy of their wittes 
afore the laboryouse stody of the Galles, 
whome we now call Frenche men. More* 
ouer afore that, he reporteth the seyd 
Brytaynes, to be famously remembred 
of manye worthy writers, which is no note 
of obscuryte or barberousnesse. And thys 
noble nacyon had afterwarde most wyttie 
writers and men of grounded leamynge, 
vnder the Saxons, Danes, and Normannes 
so wele as they had afore tyme vndre the 
Romane Emprours. A fylthy bastarde is 
he to Englande, and a moste cruell enemy 
to all good lernyng, that wyll now obscure 
their names and destroye their workes, to 
the landes perpetuall dyscommodyte. As 
some vnnaturall chyldren haue done now 
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of late, to seme their prjruate afFeccyons 
more than the commen welthe. God 
shorten thesr vnprofytable lyues, if they 
cease not of that myschefe in tyme. 

Wherfor I knowynge by infynyte va- 
ryete of bokes, and assyduouse readynge 
of them, who hath bene learned and who 
hath written from tyme to tyme in this 
realme, haue digested into iiii. bokes, the 
names of them wyth their lyues and mo- 
numentes of learnynge. And to them 
added thys tytle, De uiris illustribus, folow- 
ynge the profitable example of Hierome, 
Gennadie, Cassiodore, Seueryane, and 
Trittemie a late writer. But alwaye so 
handlynge the matter, that I haue more 
exspacyated in thys campe, than they 
ded» as in a thynge that desyred to be 
sumwhat at large, and to haue ornature. 
The fyrst boke begynnynge at the Druides, 
is deducted vnto the tyme of the commyng 
of S. Augustyne into Englande. The 
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seconde is from the tyme of Augustyne, 
vnto the aduente of the Normanes. 

^ iahan faie. 

In thys ded Johan Leylande declare 
a noble kynde of stody and a naturall 
hart to hys contrey. The Lorde of heauen 
sende England more of suche louers, and 
tajce awaye those vnprofytable cloddes, 
whyche seketh not els but them selues in 
the destruccyon of thynges memorable 
and necessarye. The boke of S. Hierome 
de uiris illustribuSy is iudged of them that 
be godly, wyse, and lemed, to be a worke 
verye excellent, and muche profytable to 
the Christen commen vse. For it sheweth 
what writers there wfere in the prymatyue 
churche, and what frute spronge of their 
dodlryne. If anye learned man hadde 
shewed thys ordre in the Brittysche 
churche. whyche contynued from the 
Apostles tyme by Joseph of Arymathie, 
and other godlye mynysters, tyll the 
commynge of Augustyne, we had knowne 
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of their christianyte muche more than we 
now do. Bedas in the Englysh churche, 
wrote De scriptoribus Ecclesia, whych had 
clerelye peryshed (Gesnerus sayth) yf one 
Honorius Augustudunensis had not into 
his boke of the same tytle, conuayed a 
certen of them. Other colle<5lors of the 
names and workes of lerned writers, had 
we none here in Englande, that I euer 
hearde of, sauynge one Bostonus of Bury, 
whyche was verye copyouse in that mat- 
ter. Now commeth Johan Leylande with 
hys. iiii. bokes de uiris illustribus^ and he 
so abundauntlye wyll satisfye the hungry 
expedlacyon of many, maye hys worjce 
come ones to lyght, that muche more is 
not therih'to be desyred. Blesied be that 
man, whyche shall set that worthy worke 
abroade. And contrary wyse, cursed be he 
for euer and euer, that shall iq sphyght of 
hys nacyon, seke therof the destruccyon. 

The thirde from the Normans, to the 
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ende of the most honourable reigne of the 
myghtie, famouse, and prudent Prynce, 
Henry the. vii, your father, the fourth 
begynneth wyth the name of your maieste, 
whose glorie in learnynge is to the worlde 
so clerely knowne, that though emonge 
the lyues of other learned men I haue 
accuratelye celebrated the names of Blan- 
dudus, Molmutius, Constantinus magnus, 
Sigebertus, Alfridus, Alfridus magnus, 
Atheist anus, and Henry the fyrste, Kynges 
and your progenytours. And also Ethel- 
warde, seconde sonne to Alfride the 
greate, Hunfryde Duke of Glocester, and 
Tipetote earle of worcestre, yet con- 
ferred with your grace, they seme as small 
lyghtes (yf I maye frely saye my iudgment, 
your hygh modestie not offended) in re- 
spe(5t of the daye starte. 

IT %a}jan Hole. 

Of many ydell wytted braggers, whych 
iudge them selues lerned and are nothynge 
Jesse, is the tytle of thys worke, d6 uiris 
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illustfibuSy contempned and ill spoken of. 
But what wyse men do thynke of them 
that so frantycklye on their ale benches 
do prattle, it is easy to coniecflure. Saynt 
Hierome, Gennadius, Cassiodorus, Seue- 
rianus and Tritemius, whome Leylande 
here nameth for example, thought not the 
argument lyghte, whan they wrote workes 
of that tytl^. No more ded Suidas Grecus, 
Isidorus, Hildefonsus, Prosper, Sigeber- 
tus, Honorius, Trissa, Bostonus, Bostius, 
Bergomas, and a great sort more, in 
doynge the same. The ordre of Leylandes 
worke into. iiii. bokes deuyded, begyn- 
nynge at the Druides, and endyng in the 
lattre yeares of Kynge Henry the. viii. as 
he hath herin vttered, is very commend- 
able. Sumwhat more is it than a yeare 
past, sens I put fourth a worke of the 
same argument, entytled de scriptoribus 
Bntannids, conteynynge. v. bokes wyth 
serten addycyons whych I gathered to- 
gyther beynge out of the realme. Sens I 
returned agayne therunto, by the serche 
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of dyuerse most ruynouslye spoyled, broa- 
ken vp, and dyspersed lybrayes, I haue 
colle<5led by no small labour and dyly- 
gence, so muche as wyll make so many 
bokes more, besydes the necessarye re- 
cognycyon and frutefuU augmentacyon of 
the seyd first worke. Thys lattre worke 
intende I to set fourth also, to the com- 
modyte of my contrey, as it is ones fyny- 
shed, yf pouerty withstande me not, as it 
is niv most doubt. Yet wolde I haue no 
man to iudge my rude labours, to Ley- 
landes fyne workemanshyp in any poynt 
equal but at all tymes to geue place 
vnto it. 

Now farther to insynuate to your grace, 
of what matters the writers, whose lyues 
I haue congested into, iiii bokes, hath 
treated of. I maye ryghte boldely saye, 
that besyde the cognycion of the. iiii. 
tungues, in the whych part of them hath 
excelled, that there is no kynde of lyberall 



66 THE NEWB YEARBS GYFT 

scyence, or any feate concernynge learn- 
ynge, in the whych they haue not shewed 
certayne argumentes of great felycyte of 
wytte. Yea and concernynge the inter- 
pretacyon of holy scripture, both after the 
auncyent forme, and sens the scholastycall 
trade they haue reygned as in a certayne 
excellencye. 

^ Man IPale. 

In thys parcell Leylande expresseth, 
the most excellent wyttes, the knowledge 
of tungues, and the manyfolde Ijrterature 
of hys Englyshe writers, whose Ijrues he 
vttereth in hys. iiii. former bokes at large. 
Many of them (he sayth) were excellent 
in the thre pryncypall languages, Hebrue; 
Greke, and Lat3me. As concernynge the 
Hebrue, it is to be thought, that many 
were therin wele learned in the dayes of 
Kynge Athelstane. For at the instaunt 
request of his prelates, he caused the 
scriptures out of that tungue to be by 
certen dodlours translated into the Saxon- 
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ysh or Englyshe speche, as in the chron- 
ycles is mencyoned, Robert, Grosthede of 
Sothfolke, a famouse learned man, and 
sumtyme byshop of Lyncolne, extracted 
many thynges out of the Hebrues com- 
mentaryes, specyally, he translated the 
Testament of the Patryarkes, and out 
of the Greke certen workes of Ari- 
stotle, Dionyse, and Suidas, besydes 
that Helena the mother of great Con- 
stantyne ded in her tyme. Gildas 
Lambrius, Claudia Rufina, Constantinus 
magnus, Maildulphus- Scotus, Aldelmus 
Bladunius, Thobias Lantianus, Bedas 
Girwinus, Daniel Wentanus, Flaccus 
Albinus, Joannes Frigena, Odo Seuerus, 
Josephus Denonius, and a great sort more, 
in the Greke tungue wete very notable. 
The numbre of good Latyne authors 
within thys realme, were to longe at thys 
tyme to be rehearced, besydes the in- 
fynyte rable of the barbarouse and brawl- 
yng sentencyoners. These he for hys 
part, and I for my part, haue moste plen- 
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teously descrybed, with the dyuersyie of 
matters in their workes comprehended. 

And as touchyng hystorycall know- 
ledge, there hath bene to the nombre of 
a full hundred or mo, that from tyme to 
tyme hath with great dylygence, and no 
lesse faythe, wolde to God wyth lyke elo- 
quence, prescribed the adles of your moste 
noble predecessours, and the fortunes of 
thys your realme, so incredyblye great, 
that he that hath not seane and thorughlye 
redde theyr workes, can lytle pronounce 
in thys parte. 

Now Cometh he in with the talke of 
hystoryanes and chronyclers of Englande, 
whyche hath by all ages most plenteously 
described the noble acfles and fortunes of 
the same. The nombre of them after hys 
reckenynge, cometh to more than a full 
hundreth, great pytie it is, that we haue 
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not abroade those worthye and auncyent 
monumentes of oure predecessours. Lete 
no man fynde faulte with thys their nom- 
bre, for though it be great, and at the 
fyrst shewe apereth incredyble to them 
whych haue not trauayled in that kynde 
of stodye, yet I perfyghtly knowe it to be 
true, and also reported here wyth the 
least. If we lose the treasure of these 
authors herin contayned, by the malyce 
or els slouthfull neglygence of thys wycked 
age, whych is muche geuen to the destruc- 
cyon of thynges memorable, we maye wele 
lamente and saye wyth the noble clarke 
Erasmus of Roterdame. Wyth muche 
payne I absteyne from wepynge (sayth h© 
in certen Epystle) so oft as I in readynge 
the Catalogues of olde writers, do beholde 
what profyghtes, yea, what pusaunce, 
ayde, and confort we haue lost. My grefe 
is also augmented, so oft tymes as I call 
to remembraunce, what yll stuffe we haue 
in stede of their good writynges. We 
fynde for true hystoryes, most fryuolouse 
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fables and lyes, that we myghte the sonner 
by the deuyls suggestion, fall into moste 
depe errours, and so be lost, for not be- 
leuynge the truthe. ii. Thessa. ii. 

IT $o\jan ICcjlatiit. 

Wherfor, after that I had perpended 
the honest and profytable studyes of these 
hystoryographers, I was totallye enstamed 
wyth a loue, to se throughlye all those 
partes of thys your opulent and ample 
realme, that I hadde redde of in the afor- 
sayd wryters. In so muche that all my 
other occupacyons intermjrtted, I haue so 
traueled in your domynions both by the 
see coastes and the myddle partes, spa- 
rynge neyther labour nor costes by the 
space of these, vi. yeares past, that there 
is almost neyther cape nor baye, hauen, 
creke or pere, ryuer or confluence of 
ryucrs, breches, washes, lakes, meres, 
fenny waters, mountayne?, valleys, mores, 
hethes, forestes, woodesf cyties, burges, 
castels, pryncypall manor places, mon- 
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asteryes, and colleges, but I haue seane 
them, and noted in so doynge a whole 
worlde of thynges verye memorable. 

IT |0ljati %tdt. 

Se what worthy trauayle, this learned 
man hath taken here, for the manyfolde 
commodytees of hys naturall contrey, as 
a naturall frynde to the same, Fyrst he 
perused the profytable monumentes of 
thys great nombre of olde wryters, and by 
the serche of them, hys studyouse harte 
was enflamed to procede yet farther. For 
after he had redde them ouer, he toke 
vpon hym a verye laboryouse iourney, 
ouer all the realme euery waye, both by 
see, and by lande, by the space of vi. 
yeares that he might knowe the costes 
therof, as wele by pradlyse as by specu- 
lacyon, and therby gevie instruccions to 
other. Marke herin his -lafeoriouse and 
fruteful doinges, and ye shal fynde him 
no lesse profytable to vs, in the descryp- 
cion of this particular nacyon, than were 
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Strabo, Pliny, Ptholome, and other Geo- 
graphers to their perusers, in the py<5ltur- 
inge out of the universall worlde. No 
smal dyscommodyte were it now to this 
lande, yf these his worthy labours should 
after any yll sort perishe. For out of them 
myght men of sondry occupienges, fatch 
most wonderful knowledge, for their ne- 
cessary afifayres euery where, Consydre a 
multitude of thinges here named, yf all 
their specialtees *were broughte fourth 
ones into lyght, as he hath collecfled them 
together, it woulde apere one of the 
greatest wonders, that euer yet was seane 
in this regyon. The heauenly father 
graunt the conseruacyon of them. 

Thus instrudled, I trust shortly to se 
the* tyme, that like as Carolus Magnus 
had among his treasures thre large and 
notable tables of syluer, rychelye enam- 
eled, one of the syte and descripcion of 
Constantynople, an other of the site and 
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figure of the magnificent citie of Rome, 
and the third of the descripcion of the 
worlde. So shall your Maiestie haue thys 
your worlde and impery of Englande so 
sett forth e in a quadrate table of syluer, 
yf God sende me lyfe to accomplyshe my 
beginning, that your grace shall haue 
ready knowledge at the fyrst sighte of 
many right delecflable, fruteful, and ne- 
cessary pleasures, by contemplacion ther- 
of, as often as occasyon shall moue yow 
to the syghte of it. 

. ^ l0(ran Sale. 

Folowinge the example of Charles the 
great, which had not only the chefe cities 
of the Greke and Latyne Empires, but 
also the whole worlde in syluer tables 
artificially ingraued, thys Leyland after 
long dyscourse, set forth in portiture a 
ryght descripcion of this noble ylande. 
according to that he hath seane. But 
whether he perfourmed hys former pro- 
myse to Kynge Henry the viii. (to whome 
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he dedicated thys present treatyse) whiche 
was to haue done it in a. iiii. square table 
of syluer, or other wyse, that can I not 
groundedly tel. For why, the next yeare 
after, both the king deceaced, and Ley- 
lande also by a most pytiefull occasion 
fell besides his wittes, and is not yet fully 
amended, the heauenly father restore 
him agayne, to this landes most singular 
commodite. In that he calleth Englande 
an empire he doth non otherwyse than 
ded bothe Josephus and Egesippus, wyth 
other notable Historianes. For Josephus 
in lib. ii. cap. xxvi. de hello ludaico^ sayth 
in the oracyon of King Agrippa. The Ro- 
manes sought an other worlde beyond the 
great Oeceane, sending their mighty 
power and host in to Britayne, whom 
they coulde neuer afore those dayes at- 
teyne. The Romanes by strength (saith 
Egesippus) obtayned an other worlde 
beyonde the Oeceane sea, in Brytayne 
farre from them, li ij, de excidio Hierosolyma, 
The empire therof is manifest in kinge 
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Brennus, in great Constantyne, in Ar- 
thure, and in Edwarde the third. This 
bringe I in here, that men should not 
disdaynously scorne, that they are yet 
ignoraunt of. 

And because that it may be more per- 
manent, and farther knowne, then to haue 
it engraued in syluer or brasse. I entend 
by the leaue of God, within the space of 
xii. moneths folowyng, such a descripcion 
to make of your realme in wryttinge, that 
it shall be no mastery after, for the grauer 
or painter to make the lyke by a perfe<5t 
example. 

^ |0fratt gaU. 

Nor only haue this notable wtytcr and 
specyall frynde to Englande, colledled the 
monumentes of leamynge and hystorical 
knowledge, as is afore rehearced, but also 
hath searched oute by his syx yeares 
labour, al hauens, crekes, ryuers, moun- 
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taines, hethes, valleyes, woodes, cities, 
townes, holdes, wyth suche other lyke, 
after a most wonderful sort. And to make 
vnto vs an orderly rehearsal of the same, 
he consequently gaue him selfe to the 
compylinge of a boke, whome in the mar- 
gende he thus intitled, Libey de Topographia 
Britannia prima^ a boke concerninge the 
descripcyon of the first Britayne. Yf this 
worke were not yet fully accomplished (as 
the matter is now in doubte) by reason of 
his troublous dysease, great pytie it were 
but his labours shoulde come to some 
learned mannes hande, that he mighte 
laudably finish it to the commen vse. And 
although it were not so exadlly folowed 
as he hath begunne it, yet shoulde he be 
worthy perpetual memory in thys noble 
nacion, for his good wyll and diligence. 
Many noble workes we reade of, that 
were left vnperfyght, as their fyrst authors 
were preuented of deathe, yet for theyr 
vtilite they haue bene fynished by other 
good men. As now in oure tyme, the 
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Epitome of Chronicles begunne by Thomas 
Lanquet, was laboriously folowed and 
profytably ended by Thomas Couper a 
man worthy of continnal prayse for so 
studiouse labours. The lyke also may be 
sayd of hym, that brought to lyghte the 
great worke of Edwarde Halle. The Lord 
dayly prosper so profytable afFayres. 

Yea, and to wade further in thys 
matter, where as now almost no man can 
wele gesse at the shaddow of the auncyent 
names of hauens, ryuers, promontories, 
hilles, woodes, cities, tpwnes, castelles, 
and varyete of kyndes of people, that 
Cesar, Liui, Strabo, Diodorus, Fabiiis 
Pi(5lor, Pomponius Mela, Plinius, Cor- 
nelius Tacitus, Ptolomeus, Sextus Rufus, 
Ammianus Marcellinus, Solinus, Antoni- 
nus, and dyuerse other make mencyon of. 
I trust so to open this wyndow, that the 
lyght shal be seane, so long, that is to say, 
by the space of a whole thousand yeares 
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stopped vp, and the old glory of your 
renoumed Britaine to reflorish through 
the worlde. 

^ %ahm Sole. 

Folowinge hys most profytable pro- 
cesse, for the syngular bewtye of Eng- 
lande, he calleth agayne to lyuely memory, 
the auncyent names of cyties, townes, 
castelles, hylles, hauens, ryuers, and suche 
lyke, whiche haue bene longe buryed in 
obliuion, and had vtterly perished, had 
not those noble wryters, whome he here 
recyteth, reserued them in their worthie 
workes to oure behoue. Muche more are 
we bounde in that poynt, to these foren 
authors, than to al oure owne Hystorianes, 
sens the worldes beginninge. And whether 
we maye iustly ascrybe that to the negly- 
gence of oure forefathers, eyther els to 
the churlishenesse of them, which hath 
vnnaturally witholden them so longe 
tyme from vs, I leaue it to be iudged of 
them that shal reade this treatise. In this 
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kinde of writinge, haue Leylande plen- 
teously done his part in Cotnmmta rio 
Cygncce cantionis, in Elencho antiquorum nomi- 
num, and in Syllaho di^tionum ueterum, be- 
sydes hys other labours, whiche we most 
desierously loke for, at the handes of sum 
worthy man, that wyl shewe his natural 
harte therin to hys countrey. Greatly is 
this vnwont maner of stodie, accepted 
now a dayes amonge men of knowledge, 
and much was vsed of S. Hierome and 
Lad^antius, and is so wele exemplyfyed in 
the sacred scriptures, as in the profane 
hystories of the nacions. For Moses calleth 
Bethlehem, Ephrata, Ce, xxxv. so doth 
Dauid, and Micheas. Psal, cxxxi. Mic, v. 
Because that olde name shoulde neuer 
growe out of knowledge. The cyty that 
Mathew calleth Cesarea Philippi, Mat, xvi. 
is named in the olde law Lesen, and 
Laisa, Jfosue, xix. and Esa, x. Constanty- 
no'ple of olde wryters is called Bizantium, 
Roma Latium, and London Trenouantum. 
At thys wyll the Papistes and sedlaryes 
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laugh scornefully, whiche neyther delyte 
in kynge, nor contrey, but only seke by 
subtyltees to vpholde their owne fylthy 
fleshe in the wicked kyngedome of Anti- 
christ. 

This done, I haue mater at plenty, 
already prepared to this purpose, that is 
to saye, to wryte an hystorie, to the whiche 
I entende to adscribe this title de Antiqui- 
iaU Britannicay or els Ciuilis historia. And 
this worke I entende to dyuyde into so 
many bokes, as ther be sheres in Eng- 
lande, and shyres and great dominions 
in Wales. So that I esteme that thys 
volume wyl enclude a fyfty bokes, wherof- 
eche one seuerally shall conteyne the be- 
ginninges, encreases, and memorable adtes 
of the chiefe townes, and castelles of the 
prouince allotted to it. 

II Matt gale. 

By this fulfilleth he hys former pro- 
myse, which is to clarifye those thynges 
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that oure negligent predecessours, by 
more then a thousand yeares space, had 
dyuersely darkened. He hath prepared 
to our vse, a most noble Chronicle of the 
Antiquitees of Brytaine, called the Cyuile 
hystorie, and conteyninge fyfty bokes. 
Therin hath euery shire both of Englande 
and wales, hys particulare boke, compre- 
hendyng theyr orygnalles and contynual 
successes bothe of their peopels and go- 
uemours. In them may euery Englysh 
man, and walshe man as in a clere mir- 
rour seuerally beholde, the memorable 
acSles, prouysions, commodytees and buyl- 
dynges of his owne natyue shyre in it selfe. 
All the Chronicles of this noble realme, 
which hathe bene made afore thys age, 
what though their authors for the more 
part were men pythely learned, yet at the 
syghte herof wyll apere, but mistes and 
shadowes. For neyther obserued they 
thys most decent order, nor yet declared 
in so ample maner, matters so necessary, 
and so manye in nombre. Lete vs ther- 
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for moste ernestly praye vnto God the 
moste plenteouse geuer of all good gyftes, 
that this noble worke be not cast away by 
som cruel caterpiller or papyst which dis- 
dayneth to further hys owne nacion, 
neither yet that it be destroyed by an 
ignoraunt keper or an ydel possessor. But 
that it may fortunably lighte into the 
handes of suche a good stuarde of hys, as 
is learned and louynge to his nacion, that 
our natural bretherne and contrey men 
maye ones tast of the swetnesse of so pre* 
cyouse a frute, and not therof be deprjoied, 
to their inestymable discommodyte. 

Then I entende to dystrybute in to syx 
bokes, suche matter as I haue already col- 
ledled, concemynge the Isles adiacent to 
your noble realme, and vndre your sub- 
ieccion. Wherof. iii. shal be of these Isles, 
Vedla, Mona, and Menauia, sometime 
kingedomes. 
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^ Man Sole. 

Consequently hath he herin stretched 
fourth his hande to the foren lies parteyn- 
ynge to this nacyon, for these two naturall 
purposes. First that his natural contrey 
men, myghte knowe the sytuacion and 
hystorycall commoditees of them, and 
afterwardes that all men dwellynge vndre 
the worthy dominion of Englande, myghte 
of his studyouse labours take profyte. No 
reasonable creature can iustly reprehende 
a loue extendinge so farre in wele doynge, 
but rather wyth gentylnesse of humanyte, 
commettde it. Yf all men had remembred 
this brotherly office, England had neuer 
bene so wretchedly spoyled of so many 
noble monumentes of Antiquite, by a many 
of vnnaturall chyldren, yea, rather curyshe 
bastardes, nothyng els sekinge, but theyr 
bellyes. And as concernjmge the lies, he 
hath not done amys in descrybynge them, 
for as the scriptures mencyoneth, the 
Lorde hath alwayes had vnto them a re- 
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sped^. For as the kynde of man ouer- 
spredde the whole worlde, by the natural 
ofspring of Noah, in the hundreth year 
after the dyluuy or general floude. Gene, ix. 
the lies of the Gentyles were anon after, 
to a serten of them dyuyded, euery man 
sorted in his kindred, speche, and nacion 
Gene. x. Gloryfie God in dodlrynes. (sayth 
Esay) yow that do dwell in the lies of the 
sea, and magnyfie the name of the Lorde 
God of Israel. Esa. xxiiii. And in an other 
place. The lies farre of (sayth almyghty 
God) whiche haue not hearde me spoken 
of, neyther yet haue seane my glory 
spredde, shall declare my prayse largely, 
amonge the Gentyles, Esa. Ixvi. 

And to superadde a worke as an orna- 
ment and a ryght comely garlande, to the 
enterpryses afore sayd, I haue sele<5led 
stufFe to be distributed into thre bokes, 
the which I purpose thus to entytle, De 
nobilitate Britannica. Whereof the fyrst 
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shal declare the names of kynges and 
quenes wyth theyr chyldren, dukes, earles, 
lordes, capitaynes, and rulers in this 
realme to the commynge of the Saxons 
and their conquest. The seconde shal be 
of the Saxons and Danes, to the vydlorye 
of Kyng Willyam the greate. The thirde 
from the Normannes to the reygne of 
youre most noble grace, descendynge lyne- 
ally of the Brytayne, Saxon and Norman 
kynges. So that all noble men shal clerely 
perceyue theyr lyneal parentele. 

Se what order he obserueth here, in 
the ende of this matter. After long dis- 
course of hys laboryouse processe, con- 
cernyng the serch of libraries, descripcyon 
of the lande, edycyon of bokes, and decla- 
racyon of theyr necessary arguments, he 
concludeth with nobilite commendyng it 
as an omature or bewtie of all the other. 
And in hys thre bokes of that tytle, that 
is to say, of the nobilitie of Brytayne, he 



76 THE NEWE YEARES GYFT 

comprehendeth the whole succession of 
kinges with the true dyssent of all noble 
kynredes vndre them, for the tyme of the 
raignes of the Brytaynes, Saxons, and 
Normans, whiche only here continued. So 
that euery noble man within thys regyon, 
hauinge that worthy worke, myghte clerely 
beholde as in a pure glasse, hys parentage 
and successe in bloud, wyth their falles 
and raises, as the variete of tymes heue 
geuen it. Whiche were a wonderful mat- 
ter, and vnto them for dyuerse causes 
much commodiouse. A noble harte surely 
had this present author, and a most louynge 
mynde to hys contrey, employenge hys 
manifold labours to so diuerse and nede- 
full matters conceminge the same. Con- 
sydre ye noble men, the worthinesse of 
this noble worke, what profyt might ther- 
by arise not only to yow, but also to them, 
which delyght in the readynge of hysto* 
ryes : and as ye beare noble hartes to your 
contrey and kinredes, do that lyeth in yow, 
that it perysh not. Make labour that it 
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maye frutefully come abroade, as it is frute 
fully of hym coUedled, that both yow, the 
realm and the autor may haue honor 
therof. 

Now yf it shal be the pleasure of al- 
mygthy God, that I maye l)rue to per- 
fourme these thynges that be alreadye 
begonne, and in a greate forwardnesse, I 
trust that thys your realme shall so wele 
be knowne, ones paynted with hys natyue 
colours, that the renoume therof shal geue 
place to the glory of no other regyon. And 
my great laboures and costes, procedinge 
from the moste habundaunt fountayne of 
your infinite goodnesse towardes me your 
pore scholar and most humble seruaunt, 
shall be euydently seane, to haue not only 
pleased, but also profyted the studyouse, 
gentil, and equal reders. This is the briefe 
declaracyon of my laboriouse iourney, 
taken by mocyon of your hygnesse, so 
much studyeng at all houres, about the 
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frutefuU preferrement of good letters and 
auncyent vertues. 

Many other workes hath he written, 
of whome some are emprinted, as the as- 
sercyon of kinge Arthure, the byrthe of 
Prynce Edwarde, the songe of the swanne, 
the decease of sir Thomas wiet, the wyn- 
nynge of Bullein, and the commendacion 
of peace. Some are not yet printed, as 
his coUeccions of the Byshoppes of Bry- 
tayne, of the vniuersytees of the same, of 
the orygynall and increase of good learn- 
ynges there, of hys Epigrammes and Epi- 
taphes, and the lyfe of k3mge Sygebert, 
with many other more. Now in the con- 
clusion, he promysed the ful perfourm- 
aunce of all his workes to the profyte and 
pleasure of thys noble nacyon. God lend- 
yng hym lyfe and healthe conuenyent. 
And hys hope was as m3aie is, and as is 
the truthe of the matter, that these thinges 
ones done, Englande whyche hath of the 
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Italianes, and French men be reckoned a 
barbarouse nacyon, theyr Monumentes 
afore tyme not knowne, wyll apere from 
thens fourthe, equall with the prowdest of 
them, in prowesse, wysedome, eloquence, 
polycyes, and in all kyndes of learnynge. 
Though the stody and labour were Ley- 
landes, in coUecflynge these noble Anti- 
quitees, yet was the first prouocacyon 
therunto Kynge Henryes, wyth the pay- 
ment of all hys charges. And so wele 
ought the one as the other to be therupon 
perpetually famed. Yf learned men were 
thus set a worke, euery one in hys voca- 
cyon, of them whyche are men of power, 
nobylyte wolde shyne more bryghte, and 
do(5lryne apere more pure. But alas pry- 
uate cares dystayneth nobylyte, and beg- 
gery blemysheth learnynge. 

Christ contynue your most royall 
estate, and the prosperyte, wyth succes- 
sion in kyngely dygnyte, of your dere and 
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worthylye beloued sonne prynce Edwarde, 
grauntynge yow a numbre of pryncely 
sonnes, by the moste gracyouse, benygne, 
and modest lady your quene Cataryne. 

^ Inomtesi |EB$lanIm8 ^ntiiittarhui. 

Ulth S. Paule here in the ende of hys 
briefe declaracyon, concernynge 
hys laboryouse iourney, Leylande prayeth 
for the Kynge, takynge Christ as an only 
medyatour in that behalfe, thynkynge it 
also an acceptable ofFyce afore God, so to 
do. i. Timoth. ii. But now that thys noble 
gouernour is departed and gone to God, 
it is mete that we from hens fourth returne 
to the Sonne, that in those dayes was due 
to the father. That is to saye, to desyre 
that Lorde almyghty through Jesus Christ, 
to maynteyne in all vertue, hys most royall 
estate. For that whych by the scripture 
was due to the father by hys lyfe tyme, 
is now by the same, the sonnes ryghte in- 
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herytaunce, he beynge dead and gone. 
Lete vs therfor in our dayly prayers, moste 
affecfluously desyre, that our moste re- 
doubted soueraigne, Kynge Edwarde the 
sixte, maye haue a prosperouse and longe 
contynuance vpon this earthe, wyth frute- 
full successyon in kyngelye dygnyte, whan 
tyme and age shall requjrre it. Also for 
our partes, lete vs endeuer our selues to 
obeye bothe hym and hys magystrates in 
the true feare of God, as those men that 
of hym hath author3rte and power, to re- 
presse malefadlours, and to ayde all ver- 
tuouse doers, i. Pei. ii. Yf we be bounde 
to do thys to Ethnyckes and Idolaters, 
for the publyque offyce sake, muche more 
lets vs do it to them that be of our chri- 
sten professyon, and do dayly seke wyth 
all dylygence possyble, the manyfeste 
glorye of hys moste holye name. The 
eternall father confirme bothe them and 
vs in the puryte of hys worde, and 
graunt that we fashyon our lyues ther- 
after in all mekenesse of sprete, through 
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Jesus Christe hys sonne and the holye 

Ghost. 

%n be it. 
laannes Balaus. 



€antlnB^an. 



IAxke sens the worldes be< 
gynnynge, how studyouse 
and dyls^ent men have al- 
ways bene, for the conser- 
uacyon of noble Antiquytees, 
Yea, afore any kyndes of letters were yet 
in use. For the chyldren of Setb (as 
testyfieth Josephus) admonyshed by Adam 
of the destruccyon that shulde folowe by 
water and fyer, engraued in ii. pyllours 
the necessary memoryals of their age. 
And consydre agayne the wyckednesse of 
our tyme, how ungracyouse and mitowarde 
wc are in the myddes of floryshjmge lyte- 
rature, to exercyse ourselues in that moste 
worthye offyce. Their labour was to 
holde thynges in remembrance, whych 
otberwyse had most wretchedly peryshed. 
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Our practyses now are, to do so muche as 
in us lyeth, to destroye their frutefiill 
foundacyons. They were not so ready in 
settynge up for their tymes, but we in 
these dayes are as prompte to pluckedowne 
(J meane the monumentes of lemynge) 
as though the worlde were now in hys 
lattre dottynge age, nygh drawynge to an 
ende. The Hebrues, Grekes, and Ro- 
manes, were neuer so towarde in thys 
noble veyne of workynge, but we haue bene 
by all ages as untowarde. Notwithstand- 
ynge some worthy doars we haue had, 
whose noble workes we muche lesse esteme 
in these dayes, than ded the popysh mon- 
kes and prestes for their ydle tymes. For 
they at the least permytted them a dwell- 
ynge |)Iace in their lybraryes, though it 
were amonge wormes and dust. We will 
not suffire them to abyde wythin our lande, 
but eyther we geue them leave to rotte in 
vyle comers, or drowne them in our lakes, 
or els we sende them ouer the see, neuer 
to retume agayne. Alas I am heauy to 
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tell this tale, yet the naturall loue of my 
contrey most strongely compelleth me to 
saye sumwhat therin. 

We sende to other nacyons to haue 
their commodytees and all is to lyttle to 
feade our fylthye fleshe. But the syngular 
commodytees within our own^ realme, 
we abhorre and throwe fourth as most 
vyle noysome matter. Auydyously we 
drynke the wynes of other landes, we bye 
up their frutes and spyces, yea, we con- 
sume in apparell their sylkes and their 
veluettes. But alas our owne noble monu- 
mentes and precyouse Antiquytees, whych 
are the great bewtie of our lande, we as 
lyttle regarde as the parynges of our 
nayles. Antiochus, Herode, and Dyocle- 
cyane, are wonderfully yet spotted, in the 
most authorysed chronycles, and haue 
vpon their heades a double note of ty- 
ranny, for cruellye destroyenge the monu- 
mentes of nacyons, specyally of christen 
relygyon. The moste spyghtfiill adte of 
the seyd Dioclecyane, Gyldas Badonicus 
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muche lamenteth in hys worke of the de- 
struccyon of Brytayne, declarynge how 
he in the open stretes there, brent all the 
scriptures and godlye writynges that 
myghte anye where be founde. Eutropius 
sheweth in the sixt boke of hys Romane 
hystory, that Achillas a duke sekynge to 
do myschefe agaynste hys emprour, fyered 
a lybrary of fortie thousande bokes, a 
syngular monument of study and of dyly- 
gence amonge the Grekes, wyche vfytii 
excedynge labour and layser had gathered 
so wurthye workes of so noble wyttes in 
so great nombre togyther. Jack Strawe 
and watte Tyler, ii, rebellyouse captaynes 
of the commens in the tyme of Kynge 
Richarde the seconde, brent all the lawers 
bokes, regesters, and writynges within the 
cytie of London, as testifyeth Johan Maior 
and Fabyane in their chronycles. 

The Anabaptystes in our tyme, an vn- 
quyetouse kynde of men, arrogaunt with- 
out measure, capcyose and vnlerned, do 
leaue non olde workes vnbrent, that they 
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maye easely come by, as apered by the 
lybraryes at Mynster in the lande of 
Westphaly, whom they most furyously 
destroyed. An able wytnesse of thys their 
wycked custome, is Petrus Plateanus 
amonge many others in hys treatyse 
agaynst their dogged doynges. Libras 
omnes exurutU {inquU) indigHonUs u ab dUo^ 
quam nh ipso suo spirit dSM^os iM&ri , Miserum 
ist armre Bibliothecas noH ignMles ab €%$• 
cra$tda $$^a hoc modo abclm. The Anabap- 
tistes bume all bokes (sayth he) without 
respedt, thynkynge scorne of any other 
sprete to seme learned, than of theyr owne 
fanatycall braynes. A wretched thynge 
it is to beholde, the noble lybraryes so to 
be destroyed of that execrable sedle. An- 
tonius Coniinus sayth also in his boke 
agaynst them, Anabaptisktnm furore optimos 
guosq ; a$doreSt ac udtustissima uemrandc Anii- 
guUaiis exemplaria absumpserunt in Bibliothcca 
Osnaburgensi. The fiiry or frantycke mad- 
nesse of the Anabaptistes, hath consumed 
awaye the most excellent writers and the 
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moste noble exemplaryes of honorable 
Antiquyte, in the worthie lybrary of Osna- 
burg. I coulde brynge out a great nombre 
of lyke testimonyes, from Oecolampadius, 
Zuinglius, Bullinger, Calu3nie, and Phi- 
lyppe Melanchton, wyth other of the most 
notable wryters of our age, concemynge 
thys vngracyouse vyolence of these chym- 
ney prechers and benche bablers, but lete 
these two rehearced at thys tyme suffyse, 
I wyshe all naturall noble hartes, and 
fryndely men to theyr contrey, as wele 
worldelye occupyers as men of bloude 
ryally to consydre those myscheuouse 
examples of these cruell tyrauntes and 
wycked Anabaptistes, that they myghte 
so abhorre them, and wyth all endeuour 
possyble auoyde the lyke. And they maye 
gather an erneste occasyon so to do, I 
brynge them in here moste worthye 
examples of theyr forefathers, in thys 
lande, to contrary and blemysh theyr 
frantycke and furyouse fsidles. Nennius 
Helius that noble Brytayne, brother to 



THE CONCLUSYON. 89 

Cassibellanus and Luddus, is reported the 
fyrst that euer coUetfled the famouse a<5les 
of the Britaynes. And therto (some men 
saye) he was fyrst moued, by that he 
hadde hearde of Reutha the kynge of 
Scottes, whyche sumwhat afore hys tyme 
hadde done the lyke concem3nage that 
regyon. An other sorte applyeth it vnto 
the contencyon, whiche was betwyn 
Kynge Luddus hys brother and h)rm, 
suche tyme as he transposed the cytie of 
Troynouaunt now called London. For in 
the transposynge therof, he chaunged the 
name, and from thens fourth called it 
Luddes towne, whyche as a frynde to 
Antiqu3rte, he greuouslye toke, for so 
muche as the noble name of Troye, shoulde 
by that meanes come to vtter oblyuyon 
within the lande. Those coUeccyons 
Nennius the Prouost of Bannochor, not 
farre from Westchestre, a man christenlye 
lemed for hys tyme, more than. vi. hon- 
dred yeares after translated into Latyne 
out of the Brittyshe language, as it 
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is reported of the olde Brityshe wryters. 

Huldricus Mutius rehearceth in the 
viii. boke of hys chronycl^s of the Ger- 
manes, that Charles the great so muche 
regarded Antiquytees, that he intermytted 
no daye, but at one tyme or other he al- 
wayes therin redde eyther some auncyent 
hystorye or els the sacred scriptures. Alc- 
uinus the Deacon, an Eaglyshe man, 
whyche was in those dayes hys chefe in- 
stru(5lour, in a serten epystle that he 
writeth to the vniuersall Churche of £ng- 
lande, he muche commendeth a Biblyo* 
theke or lybrary in Yorke, buylded by the 
archebyshoppe Egbert, for the noble mo* 
numentes that were conserued therin. 

Date mihi {inquit) eruditionis libellos, quaUs 
in pairia mea Anglia, per industriam magistn 
met Egberti habuiy S* remittam uobis aliquos 
ex pueris nostris^ ut excipiant inde necessaria, 
S» reuehant in Franciam flares Britannia, Et 
non sit tantum in Eboraco hortus conclusus^ sed 
etiam in Turonia emissiones parodist. Permyt 
me to coppie out (sayth he) suche lerned 
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volumes or bokes of erudycyon, as I some- 
tyme had rule of, in my natyue contreye 
Englande, by the appojmtment of my 
mastre Egbert. And I shall sende of 
oure younge men thydre to coppye out 
thynges necessarye, and so to brynge into 
Fraunce the swete smellynge floures of 
Britayne. Lete not the wele kepte garden 
be so reserued in Yorke, but that we maye 
also taste in Turon the frutes of that swete 
paradyse. Se how studyouse and labo- 
ryovse men were in those dayes, not onlye 
for the conseruacyon of their lemed men- 
nyes labours, but also that other nacyons 
shoulde haue profyte of them. Muche 
altered are we from that golden worlde, 
now adayes. 

Lyke storyes do we reade, of Kyng 
Sigebert and Kynge Alphrede here in 
Englande, whyche not only sought out 
the best lerned men of theyr tymes to in- 
strudl their owne persones and famylyes, 
but also they appoynted certen houres 
euerye daye, for theyr owne pryuate stu- 
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dyes. In the ende, for increase of all 
kyndes of lemynge, they reared by the ii. 
vnyuersytees or generall studyes of Cam- 
bridge and Oxforde, bryngynge thydre all 
monumentes of do<5lryne, as a most neces- 
sarye mayntenaunce and omature to the 
same, whyche are in our dayes full myser- 
ablye decayed to oure realmes no small 
dyshonour. But the cause therof maye 
easely be conie(5tured. In these lattre 
dayes, wherin Christ hath geuen to hys 
tyered congregacyon, the sylence of halfe 
an houre, or peace for a tyme without per- 
secucyon of tyrauntes fiiryouse, Apoca. 
viii. God hath geuen to vs here in Eng- 
lande wythall, that he sumtyme gaue to 
hys chosen people the Hebrues in the 
foren prouynces. He hath changed the 
harte of the lyon into the hate of our mor- 
tall enemye, vtterlye to destroye hym and 
all suche as consent to hys myschefes, 
Hester in the. xiiii. cap. The harte of our 
noble Kynge is clerelye auerted from the 
cruell Haman of Rome, and from hys dys- 
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gysed tormentours that so gredyly sought 
the innocent blonde of hys people. Wher- 
upon that rable of papystes careth not 
now what becometh of thys realme. They 
muche reioyce whan the honour therof 
tumeth to destruccyon, as in thys decaye 
of lybraryes. So longe as Antichrist 
reygned, they were both writers and 
speakers, but sens Christ came abroade 
eyther grace and lemynge hath fayled 
them, or els they mynde to bestowe non 
vpon hym. Yet some in corners hath 
bene folebolde, as hath wele apered by 
that wytlesse monstre whyche made the 
laste wylle of heresye, and forte of moste 
open Idolatrye, wyth suche other dottynge 
dastardes. 

Now to. tume agayne to the worthye 
examples, of them that hadde respdt to 
t^e honour of theyr pontrey. That noble 
and valyaimt captayne syr Johan Olde- 
castell, called also the Lorde Cobbam, 
perceyuynge the outrage of the Romyshe 
popes clergye in hys tyme agaynste the 
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good do<5^ryne of Johan Wicleue, caused 
all hys workes to be coppyed oute by 
moste fayre wryters, at his owne great 
cost and charge, and so conuayed them 
into the lande of Berne, that they myghte 
be there preserued from destruccyon. 
Some parauenture wyll not allowe thys 
facfle, for so muche as their pope hath con- 
dempned Johan Wicleue for an heretyke. 
But lete suche lewde papystes dwell styll 
in theyr accustomed frenesie, we knowe 
by hys dodlryne that he was a true Apostle 
of Christ. Humfrey the good Duke of 
Glocestre, for the fauer he bare to good 
letters, purchased a wonderful! nombre of 
bokes in all scyences, wherof he frely gaue 
to a lybrary in Oxforde, a hondred and. 
xxix. fayre volumes. Thomas Gascoigne 
reporteth in hys boke of the floudes of 
Babylon, that the kynges here in Eng- 
lande, were wonte to holde a great nombre 
of good writers within the monasteryes of 
their foundacyons, to non other ende, but 
only to coppie out the memorable workes 



V 



THE CONCLUSYON. 



95 



of olde writers specyally of the hy storyanes 
and chronyclers, that they myghte in their 
lybraryes perpetually remayne, appoyn- 
tynge them great stypendes. And thys 
worthie example they had from tyme to 
tyme of their fathers and predecessours. 
But alas (sayth he) they now peryshe and 
come in great nombre to nought for want 
of renuynge. What myghte thys good 
man hane sayde in our tyme, yf he had 
seane this pyteouse desolacyon that we 
now beholde ? 

A fewe of vs there be, that woulde 
gladly saue the moste necessary monu- 
mentes of their dyspersed remnaunt. But 
wretched pouerte wyll not permyt vs to 
shewe to our contrey suche a naturall and 
necessary benefyte. Neyther wyll they 
permyt vs theyr olde coppyes, whyche 
batte them in possessyon, but rather they 
sufifre them to rotte vndre their handes. 
Whan Bedas of Jaru wrote the chronycles 
of the Englyshe Saxons, he had all the 
helpe that myghte be of the byshoppes 
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and lerned men here, Cymbertus wrote 
vnto hym all that was done in the pro- 
uynce of Lyndesay, now called lyncolne 
shiere. Nothelmus sent to hym also all 
that he hadde gathered togyther in Sus- 
sex, Sothray, and Kente. Alcuing gaue 
hym hys labours and coUeccyons for the 
prouynce of Yorke. Daniel of wynchestre 
made hym preuy of all that was done 
amonge the Westsaxons. And from all 
other quarters of the land, were letters, 
scroules, and wrytinges, dyrcSled by mas- 
sengers vnto him, to ayde that godly 
enterprise of his. As it was ones noysed 
abroade in our tyme, that Conradus Ges- 
uerus a great learned man of Tygur in 
Germany, was minded to put fourth his 
vniuersall Bibliotheke of all kindes of 
wr3rters, a nombre of learned men in Ger- 
many, Fraimce, and Italy, serched out 
the names of many straimge authors, with 
the tytles of their workes, and sente their 
good labours vnto him to amplifie the 
same. So ded the printers also the cata- 
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loges and regestres of their printed workes, 
to the furtheraunce of good learninge and 
honest report of their names, as vndoubted 
they all for so doynge are worthye. I 
would to our lord that we had within this 
lande a nombre of learned men of the same 
honest zele to letters. So shulde our noble 
Antiquitees and monumentes of learninge 
be knowne to our posteryte, and our 
people be replenished with all kyndes of 
good knowledge. 

In all ages of the churche (saythe Bap- 
tista Mantuanus in ApologtticOy had we men 
of eloquence and lernynge, so wele whan 
it was in the Apostles time planted, as whan 
it was in the dayes of the Martyrs watered, 
and vndre the auncyent fathers and doc- 
tours noryshed and refreshed. Whyche 
sentence myghte as wele be founde true 
in thys oure Bryttyshe nacyon, as eyther 
in Asia, Palestyne, or Rome, in Joseph of 
Arimathy and hys companyons which 
fyrst taught vs the Christen fayth here, 
in Lucius the kynge, Amphibalus, Aaron 
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and Julius. And last of all in Ninianus, 
Patricius, Elcutus, Dubrice Dauid, Con- 
gellus, Kentigerne, Asaph Gildas, and a 
greate sorte more, yf we had not in place 
of our true Antiquitees, moste deuelyshe 
fables and lyes. Whan the boke of Gods 
lawe, whiche Moses wrote, was founde in 
the chest of the Leu)rtes, good kynge 
Josias in the congregacyon of the Lorde, 
very muche lamented the blindnesse and 
ignoraunce of theyr fathers, for the want 
therof, and their owne niysfortune (as they 
than thought it) that they had ben so 
longe wythout it. ii. Parali. xxxiiii. A 
notable maner had the Prophane dr Eth* 
nyck Prynces, and Magistrates, in reseru- 
yng the excellent frutes of profounde and 
rare wyttes for theyr posterjrte, as are the 
noble workes of Socrates, Plato, Cicero, 
Virgyl, Arystotle, and Pliny. The nature 
of the ignoble and curryshe generacyon of 
Antichrist, hath alwayes ben busied, 
seking contrary wyse to obscure all 
thynges, that contayned any veryte neces- 
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sarye. So come all sciences for the time 
of his reygne, barbarysed, darkened and 
penierted, by the Sophysters and subtyle 
Summistes, besydes their fylthie hande- 
lynges of the sacred scryptures. 

Christ condempned the Pharisees, not 
for profess3mge the knowledge of the la we, 
but for hydinge and corruptinge the ryght 
vnderstandinge therof, and for holdynge 
the people in a very wycked blyndnesse, 
Matk. xxiii. And contrary wyse he most 
ampably perswaded his dere dyscyples 
and fryndes, that they shoulde in no wise 
hyde or conuaye vndre a bushel, the lyghte 
whyche he had appointed to be shewed 
fourth abroad. Luce, xi. Yf we that by a 
name of Christianyte, professe hys rely- 
gyon in baptym, be not wyth hym, we 
are vtterly agaynste hym, and so procure 
to oure selues damnation. Mat he, xii. 
Lete one noble man therfore, nowe that 
the scryptures are plenteously spredde, 
bring fourth one noble author, and an 
other emprinted an other, to the conser- 
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uacion of Englandes Antiquitees. In lyke 
case lete one rycbe merchaunte brynge 
one worthye worke of an auncyent wryter 
to lyght, and an other put fourth an other, 
to the bewtie of our nacyon. Besides the 
Bryttyshe authors, whome I oft named 
afore, lete one bryng fourth Bedas de gesfis 
Anglorum^ an other Willyam of Malmes- 
bery de gesiis Pontifictim &» JRegum, Lete an 
other brynge fourth Simeon of Durham 
wyth Rycharde and Johan of Hangustalde, 
an other Aldrede, and Wyllyara of Rienall 
W3rth Marianus the Scott. An other Gi- 
raldus Cambrensis, an other Hehry of 
Huntjrngdon, an other Alphredeof Beuer- 
lay, an other Florence of Worcestre, and 
an other Walter of Excestre, An other 
Roger Houeden, an other Mathew Parys, 
an other Johan Beuer, an other Radulphus 
Niger, an other Radulphus de Diceto, an 
other William Newburg, of Bridlington, 
an other Johan of Oxforde, An other 
Scala tempofum^ an other FlGf$s histonarumy 
Asserius, Obselruus, Geruasius, Stepha- 
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nides, and Richardus Diuisiensis of win- 
chestre, wyth a wonderful! nombre be- 
sydes. 

As muche, yea, rather more, is vn- 
frutefully consumed at one belly banket 
than woulde paye the charges of thre of 
these famouse workes. Let all noble 
hartes consydre the vanyte therof, and 
what honest £aime might aryse by these 
doynges, as wele to their owne persones 
as to their maturail conttey» Plinius (as 
I remembre) hathe thys very notable sen- 
tence, that one to helpe an other, is a 
most comelinesse in the mortal kynde of 
man. The Philosopher sayth also, the 
more commen to mannes vse, any good 
thyng is made, the more profitable and 
precyouse it is. So wele is he worthy of 
perpetuall fame that bringeth a good 
worke to lyghte, as is he that fyrst ded 
make it, and ought alwaies to be reckoned 
the second father therof. For as Vlpianus 
reporteth in his Pande(5les, it is all one, 
a thynge not to be, and not to apere to 
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the commen vse. No edyfyenges on the 
earth, are to be compared to thys, yf we 
haue respecSle to durable fame and re- 
noume. All the Pantheons, Palaces, Am- 
phitheaters, Castels, Capitols, and other 
monstniouse buyldinges of the worlde, are 
not to vs so notable, as is yet the name of 
one Theophilus a citiezen of Antioche, to 
whom S. Luke in his tyme only dedicated 
his Gospel and Adtes. No, neyther the 
Labyrinth of Dedalus, nor yet the great 
pyllers of Hercules, neyther yet here in 
England the Stonheng of Salysbury playne, 
whyche (they say) was brought thydre 
from Irelande, by Merlyne the Prophete 
of Wales. What els hath reduced the 
name of sir Johan Bourchier the lord Ear- 
ners to a fame immortal, but hys trans* 
lacyon of frossardes Chronycle from 
Frenche into Englyshe. 

O that we had now the floryshyng 
workes of Gildas, surnamed Cambrius, 
that moste noble Poete and Historyane 
of the Britaines, which wrote in the tyme 
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of kynge Aniiragus, when S. Peter yet 
preached to the dispersed bretherne. The 
Venecyans more than Ixxxviii. yeares 
ago for theyr commodite could fatche them 
out of Irelande, and haue them yet com- 
men both at Venys and Rome, account- 
ynge them a very specyal treasure. We 
neyther seke them, couete them, nor re- 
garde them, though they be of our land 
the most precyouse Antiquitees and excel* 
lent memoryalles of learn3mge, as testy- 
fyeth both Lilius Gyraldus in uitis poetarum^ 
and also Pontius Virunnius in historia Bri- 
tannica, I pray God we may ones rightly 
way our owne slougthful neglygence in 
thynges which myghte be greatlye to our 
honour. Then shoulde we sone perceyue, 
what a poynt it were of ignobylyte, to 
suffre such workes to perysh as we dayly 
with our eyes beholde. I haue hearde it 
amonge straungers reported, that Englysh 
men are fryndely in thinges which lasteth 
not, as in bankettes and late suppers. But 
lete thys be veryfyed of the vayne and 
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inconstant Papistes of our nacyon, and 
not of vs Christianes, whyche ought to be 
of a farre other disposycyon. Lete vs 
applye our studyes, to geue to our foren 
Christen fryndes, thynge^ lastyng and 
durable, as they haue full learnedly done 
vnto vs in most ample maner. Suche may 
be most of al the noble and worthie monu- 
mentes of our lande here, truly gathered^ 
to the manyfolde prayse of our eternall 
lyuynge God, whyche hathe in these lattre 
dayes, visited both them, and vs wyth 
innumerable giftes of his heauenly grace. 
To whom be glory wythout ende. Jlnteir. 

*^ S(ms enietb tbt labortirttBe iontntjt 

ani %ZBxc\jt of lo^att 'WtjtlanK for 

(Bn^lanits ^ntiqniUts, tnittr 

&c£lara(90n)5 enlar0eli[ li; 

$ii\ian Hale. '^nne. 
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^ Hatte lont to jjout natnroU conn- 

ttt\r, as baH ^Jbrabam* ZBmc, facrrb, 

3loszfhf ffioBt%f $amtp (BzittnXf fittdha- 

tijitts, ani oVjtt ttoblz cajpia^nts to tire 

laxtiz of IjBrael. ^tkt tjre confort anir 

(romrr ttrnrof^ as tttb ibtst farortir; fatt;ers, 

anil not ttre txvvd tresoloc^on as jitit 

Hsmadf iBsan, 9nanp lEtabd, 

^thitoUU ^ntiocl^s, ^^kb'maxsp 

Srip(ron, ibz ^j^xtsUs of 

Hatral, anil ottrer 

notable txat- 

tonts. 

^ Jl ioiise man farbicbe ofpl^tUj b^s 

nt^e to bnfterstanbe (Soibts lahre, io^Il 

bns; b^nt selfe to sehe hr^setrome out 

from all ^nttquite^ and txttt^st his 

ioittes in t(re ]n:o]riTets. %e obsemeti; 

tbe sa^enges^ of famonse mtUf anb 

labonretb to peree^ne bathe sen- 

tenees, of faiysbome. (Brcle* 

siast. sa^is. 
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present SreBtgae, a fcinir of |aban|CeBlanIie 

brcrajBljt me tftese Iteraca of bpK, loempritrt 

tliem tngtl; tire hintke, leiutte atq; ttringe 

sfrnUifi pertTBlj tljat eame from Irpm. I^nti > 

tnas HB 0lati to jrerfanrme it, as lie tnos to 

Ites^e it. I hiDitUi I rnggtrte so tnele gene 

tmto my reotierB t[re most noble inavkt 

of Ino @{ngrannneBr as tirese fielne 

berses fololOQitge. 

11 Olliter hie tumtUits Thoma tegit 
\ ossa MUonis, 

)] Cui ter qmnq; Deus lustra 
i mdtrt dedit, 

it Sic uitam insiituit saiUiam^ 
moresq; pudlcos, 

Illius itt cumSifa^a suprema gtmatit. 
Sic ornamenlis iacrd hanc decorauit &• ade' 

Sedihus ut nitiant aurea quaq ; suis. 
Ergo si meritis pateeU locus ullus, amanum 
Inter calicolas possidit ilU locum. 
*^* De calummante Croco, 
Me faluutn Cumus, fatuorum maxtmuS tile 

Imperio quodam praedicat esse SM, 
Vt sim, vu Furia turn torquent, illius iM-geni 
Clade Mathematicum noite dtBg ; caput. 
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of tte names of C^nglgslj 

Mrjt^rs, toljanw tlj^ %ttanbt part 

of m^ fararlu^ de Scriptoribus 

Britannicis, aljaU rompx^Ij^nJb 

aa it ronwtlj fonrtlr^* 

H $a)jan ISaU to tlr^ na&^rs* 

N occasyon (me thinketh) is 
offered me here, to exhybit 
some part of my studious 
labours to the use of my 
brethren, I wold I were as 
able to geue them the whole contentes 
therof, as I coulde fynde in my harte to 
do it out of hande frely. Sens I returned 
home agayne from Germany, where as I 
both collected, and emprented my symple 
worke, de Scriptoribus Britannicis I haue for 
the full correccyon and further augmen- 
tacyon of the same, perused many libra- 
ries both in Cambridge and Oxforde. In 
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the famouse cytye of London, is but one 
knowne library, so farre as I can leame, 
whyche also by fauer I haue seane ouer. 
But alas for pytie, that it shoulde be re- 
ported of so noble a cytie, to haue but one 
lybrary, and that to be so slendre a thing 
as it is. The tyme hath bene, whan it 
hath had a great nombre of the noblest 
libraries in all Christendome, their des- 
truccyon at this daye, of men godly myn* 
ded, is muche to be lamented. Though 
the ad^e were most commendable, to sup- 
presse the dysgysed sects of the Romyshe 
Antichrist, and so to bannyshe them hens, 
yet can not the sufferaunce of this so 
heauy a ruine of Englandes noble monu- 
mentes, be so iudged of men wyse & 
learned, but alas, farre otherwyse. 

Their temples for the more parte, wyth 
their other buyldynges, remayne yet styll, 
vnbroken, Alac whie myghtenot theyr 
libraries as wele haue remained to the 
commen wealth of learnynge, vndestroyed ? 
Among the stacyoners & boke bynders, I 
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found many notable Antiquitees, of whom 
I wrote out the tytles, tymes, and begyn- 
nyngeSi that we myghte at the leaste 
shewe the names of them, though we 
haue not as now, their whole workes to 
shewe. Yf the byshop of Romes lawes, 
decrees, decretals, extrauagantes, Cle- 
mentines and other suche dregges of the 
deuyll, yea yf Heytesburyes sophismes, 
Porphyryes, vniuersals, Aristotles olde 
logyckes and Dunses dyuynyte, wyth 
such other lowsy legerdemaynes, and 
frvtes of the bottomlesse pytte, had leaped 
out of our libraries, and so becomen couer- 
ynges for bokes comminge from the foren 
nacyons, we might wele haue ben ther- 
wyth contented. But to put our auncient 
Chronicles, our noble hystoryes, our 
learned conunentaryes & homelyes vpon 
the scriptures, to so homely an office of 
subieccyon & vtter contempte we haue 
both greatly dishonoured our nacyon, and 
also shewed our selues very wycked to 
our posteryte. 
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Now lete me returne to my laboriouse 
serche for olde and newe wryters. I haue 
bene also at Norwyche, oure seconde cytie 
of name, and there all the library monu- 
mentes, are turned to the use of their 
grossers, candelmakers sope sellers, and 
other worldly occupyers, so studyouse 
haue we ben there for a commen wealth, 
and so careful of good lemyng, o negli- 
gence most vnfryndly to our nacion. I 
woulde haue bene sory to haue vttered so 
obscure a facte, had not the vngentilnesse 
of the thing required it, to the warnyng 
of them whiche shall come after, for doyng 
the lyke to the hinderaunce of the realme. 
As much haue I saued both there and in 
certen other places of Northfolke and 
Southfolke concerning the authors names 
& tytles of their workes, as I could, & as 
much wold I haue done through out the 
whole realm, yf I had bene able to haue 
borne the charges, as I am not. Wherfor 
my dere contrey men, such as are zelouse 
to their nacion & desirouse of good know^ 
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ledge, in the residue shall accept at thys 
tyme, my good will for my facte. These 
are the notable writers, whose names I 
haue gathered, & whose manifold frutes 
of doctrine I am redy to shew, yf the lord 
make me of power to perfourme it besides 
the diligent recognicion & irtcreacementes 
of my first labors. 

If ^\ft VLEmtJi. 

ADalbertus spaldingensis. 
Adamus Cartusiensis. 
Adamus abbas dorensis. 
Adamus anglicus Cisterciensis. 
Adamus abbas Rieu2Lllis. 
Adamus Saxlyngham. 
Adamus Hemlynghton* 
Adamus Eston Carditialis. 
Adamus Salthus, 
Adamus de Nidzarde. 
Adamus Miry mouth. 
Adelardus Bathoniensis. 
Achardus Anglicus. 
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Aegidius de foeno. 
Albertus episcopus Lincolnie. 
Albanus somniator. 
AUexander de S. Albano. 
Alexander Carpentarius. 
Alexander Barkeley. 
Alfricus Archiepiscopus. 
Alphredus Capellanus. 
Alienora Regina. 
Andreas Home. 
Andreas Ammonius. 
Anglicus scriptor. 
Antonius fizherberde. 
Antonius Cooke. 
Antonius Gylby. 
Arnoldus Ciuis Londinensis. 
Arnulphus Abbas. 
Astulphus Monachus. 
Arturius Kelton. 
Atroclius, et Isanus. 

H Baldewinus Cantuariensis. 
Bartholomeus Dunelmensis. 
Bartholomeus de Culey. 
Bartholomeus Exoniensis. 
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Benedictus Anglicus% 
Bernardus Syluester. 
Bernardus Morlanensis. 
Bylyngham Philosophus. 
Brito Monachus Nordouicetisis. 
Bridferthus Ramesiensis. 
Bridlyngtonus quidam. 
Brenkyll Monorita. 
Bocfastus Phliosophus. 

If THE industrious Autlior^ BaUy gives 
hen a Register^ or List^ of more than five 
hundred antient Writers. In the foregoing and 
following pages of this Register^ it appears^ 
these names were at that time collected and 
printed with a view to procure assistance and 
inforfnation for a second part of a learned work 
he had before published. A new and enlarged 
Edition of this work was afterwards printed *, 



^ The first Edition was printed under the title 
of Summarium illustrium MajoHs Brittannia. Wesel, 
1549. 4to. The second improved Edition was inti- 
tuled Scriptorum illustrium Majoris Britannia Catt,- 
logus. edit. Franco/. 1563. Folio. 
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wherein the grsakr pgH ef th$s$ WriUrs are 
mentioned. It is therefore judged unnecessary to 
continue here^ and load the present Volume withf 
a long list of twenfy pages of obsolete names^ 
which by this specimen must appear now alto- 
gether useless and of na account ; for tkisriosony 
the* we are willing to preserve the Author's 
better part^ or Declarations on this suhjedi, the 
names are discontinued; and if more is desired^ 
reference is rather made to this antient and rare 
TreaUsef a Copy of which (scarce ever to be met 
with) is in the Bodlrian Library. 

After concluding this raster, or cata^^ 
logue of names the Author proceeds, 

T'Hus houe I mjrnystred here, a taste 
of my labours, to them that be fryn- 
dely barted to their contrey ^nd feuorable 
to good letters, doynge them therby to 
know, that I wold do gretter thinges to 
their honest commodyte, yf I were of 
power* I Jiaue geuen them a great nombre 
of the names of their jfamouse and notable 
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workemen which wrote* in this nacyon 
from age to ago, s<»ne wele some yll, ac- 
cordynge to the dyuerse nature of their 
times, like as the holy Ghost foreiudged 
of theyr doynges in S. Johans reuelacion. 
Yf ye had with the seid names» their actes, 
their ages, and the tytles of their bdkes, 
whiche t haue now in a redinesse to shew^ 
ye might paraueature se matiy vnknowne 
wonders. But y f ye had th^ whole W(»rke8 
in dede» as they were in subsUunce ft 
fashon, whyche now for the more pitrt are 
peryshed, ye shoulde haue seane most 
wonders of all. Their ages are as neces- 
sary to be knowne as their doctrynes, and 
the tytles of their bokes so wele as their 
manyfest actes, to them that wyl throughly 
iudge things as they are, & not be deceiued 
by colors. 

For what tbynge more clerely tryeth 
the doctrynes of men, what they are, than 
do their ages or times. Either yet, what 
more proueably manifesteth the goodnesse 
or euylnesse of their actes, than do the 



r'-^ 



116 A REGYSTRE 

tytles, or argumentes of their workes. He 
that wyll thus trye Dominick and Fraun- 
ces, the founders of two new relygyons, 
whiche with their shulders vndrepropped 
the greate temple of Laterane, or stowte 
synagoge of Rome, than fallyng downe- 
wardes, as pope Innocent the thirde be- 
helde ones (they saye) in S. Peters churche 
in a vision, shall fynde the one a murthe- 
rer of the bodye the other a murtherer of 
the sowle, the one an hypocryte afore 
God, the other before the world. The other 
two sectes of begging friers, to apere of 
on highar perfeccyon, ded fatche their 
foundacions much farther of, that is to 
say from Helias, Mary, and Augustyn, 
yet coulde they neuer precede them in 
hypocresy to dasell the eyes of the worlde 
for lucre. The boke of Dominickes doc- 
trine, no fyer (they say) was able to burne, 
yet now whan his vertu shuld be tried 
therby, it is not vpon the earth to be seane. 
The doctrine of Fraunces is apparunt to 
this day, both in his rule & testament to 
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be a blasphemouse professyon of hypo- 
cresy in the ydolatrouse kingedome of 
Antichrist* 

Yf these men be proned hypocrites & 
BOwle murtherers, by their execrable doc- 
trines & examples, as they are conferred 
wyth the noble rules of the pure scriptures, 
what shall we iudge of all their ydel folo- 
wers, eyther yet of theyr frantyck firutes, 
of vowes, constytucyons, ceremonies, & 
theyr other fryuolouse obseruacions, Yea, 
what shall we report of those vpholders of 
Sodome, be they doctours, lawers,iustyces, 
gentylmen, or men of other sort, that wyll 
yet vngentylly contende by sophystycall 
argumentes voyde of all veryte, those 
Gomorreal rules and vowes to be so in- 
dispensable, that they can geue no place 
to Godes fire institucyon of marryage ? I 
saye as I thynke, & as I wyll wryte, whan 
I come ones to the tryeng out of the wor- 
thie truthe from theyr execrable poyson, 
that they are neyther learned, wise, nor 
noble, but vnsauerly smel of their beggerly 
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bagges, whose lowsy wallettes they shake. 
As the sayeng, is, suche lyppes, suche 
letuce, suche harpe, such melody, but now 
to conclude. The vi. viii. ix. and. xi. 
chapters of S. Johans ApocaL are as a 
perfighte St sure towchstone, wherby all 
ages^ doctrines, actes ft tytles are from 
tyme to time tryed, of what estymacyon 
and value they apere in Gods sighte, to 
make vs godly wyse in receyuynge them. 
In the supplecyons of my v. hondred 
of Bry tysh & Englysh wryters (of whom 
I haue not vi. persones here named) to 
som one haue I added more than, bu wor* 
kes with their beginnings, to some* xl. to 
some. XX. to som more, to some lesse, as 
I haue them collected of the libraryes. 
Wherin men may behold the diligence of 
our forefathers in the tyme of supersticion, 
& the vntowarde negligence of vs now a 
days in the myddes of learnynge & lyght. 
Yf any men louing the learned fame of 
their nacyon, do know of more learned 
wryters than I haue here, & in my other 
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boke named (as it is not in my power to 
trauayle in all quarters) yf they in season 
sende me the names, tymes, tytles, nom- 
breSi and beginninges of theyr workes, I 
wyl registre them, as I haue done those. 
The same wyll I do also, for them whych 
are now lining, or of late yeares haue de- 
ceased, yf I may obtayne the lyke at their 
handes, to the famouse commodyte of 
Englande in so many noble frutes. More- 
ouer yf any honest godly man, Englysh 
Brityshe, Scott ysh or Irysh, haue any 
Antiquite notable concernyng hystory 
(which otherwyse myght peryshe and be 
loste) yf he for thys good purpose vouche- 
safe to lende his coppy, he shall not 
only haue bokes for it, but also in the 
endethe sayde coppy agayne. The grace 
of our Lorde Jesus Christ, be euermore 
to them assistent, that loue hys 
heauenly truth wythoute super- 
stycyon vnfaynedly. Amen. 

^nno. fit. S* $911 
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